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Moana’s Song Teaching Notes and Resources
This resource is designed to be used by teachers who are using Moana’s Song for Guided Reading. It is particularly aimed at helping children connect to text and to explore the concepts of belonging, family and overcoming challenges.
The teaching notes include a list of vocabulary chapter by chapter, a chapter summary and six questions for students using the three level Guide format as explained below.
Student worksheets are at the back. One page per chapter.
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Independent Review - Bobs Books - http://bobsbooksnz.wordpress.com/ 
Moana’s Song by Trish Shirley. Pub. Merrybrook Publishing, 2014.
This short novel is raw emotion, powerfully yet simply written and told. A story of resolution and hope that will move you.
Janey is 15 and lives with her mother, step father Steve,who is absolutely brilliant, and her half sister and brother. Janey has never felt right about her position in the family and when her mother is diagnosed with terminal cancer she is sent off to meet the father, Mitch, that she hasn’t met for 10 years.
Janey’s mother has not been honest with her and the last thing she remembers about her father is waiting by the phone on her 5th birthday waiting for his call. It never came.
Ten years of resentment had built up inside her and when she meets her father things are cold and tense but not from her father’s side. Everybody has their own story and this is a story of what is not known rather that what is known and it all has to come out.
Mistakes have been made, the hurt runs deep yet Trish Shirley ties it up beautifully. You will laugh and cry. Seldom have I read a self published book that has been so assuredly written. Not a word out of place not a string left untied.
The character of Moana is a unique one. A ship in the backyard of Janey’s fathers property with omnipotent qualities and sensible argument when the chips are really down.
There is a lot more to this novel than what I have told you here, I will leave it to you to find out. An outstanding short novel for teenagers and young adults. An emotional rollercoaster. To purchase contact  . www.trishshirley.com


Teacher Notes - Three Level Guide
A Three Level Guide can help you think about and respond to important ideas in the text.   A three level guide includes three different sorts of questions based on the text you have read: 
Level One (reading for literal meanings): reading the lines to work out facts and details. The level one focus is on information in the text.  
Level Two (reading for interpretative meanings): reading between the lines to interpret what the writer is saying.  
Level Three (reading for applied meanings):reading beyond the lines and commenting on ideas or issues that the text challenges you to think about, or what the text has taught or shown you. This is the area you should focus on most.
for more information - http://www.myread.org/guide_three.htm 
Chapter 1
Synopsis - Janey Ryan 15yrs arrives in Oamaru to live with her estranged Father. She is angry, upset and reluctant, and she feels abandoned. Her Father hasn’t contacted her since he stood her up on her fifth birthday. We find out Janey’s Mum is not well. There is an awkward start to the relationship. Janey finds the boat, Moana.
Vocab - Biological, adjacent, briskly, companionably, abandonment, morphed, permeated, assaulting, inscrutable, demeanor, detachment, truce.
Questions 
Level 1
1 Who are the main characters that have been introduced in the story?
answer - Janey, Mitch (Dad), Mum, Giselle (Aunty) and Moana - Boat
2 Where is the story set?
answer - Kakanui, Oamaru in North Otago, a small sea-side village.
Level 2
3 How is Janey feeling about being sent to live with her biological father? Why?
answer - Angry, upset, abandoned and like she doesn’t belong anywhere, because Dad hasn’t contacted her since she was 5 and she is a half-sister in her family… the odd one out. Mum is unwell and she has been sent away.
4 Why do you think Dad hasn’t contacted Janey for so long?
answer - He was unable to when he had the accident because he was too unwell for a long period of time. Perhaps Mum wouldn’t allow him to and it was just too hard.
Level 3
5 Have you ever felt really angry and disappointed with someone? Write about it.
answer - answers will vary
6 So what do you think will happen in the next Chapter?
answer - answers will vary

Chapter 2
Synopsis - Janey begins to get used to Mitch and the village. She goes to Dunedin Hospital to see her mother, but is unable to ask the questions she needs to ask. We meet Steve, her step-father, and learn how much she loves him. We discover two surprising things; Brenda and Giselle used to be best friends, and Giselle also had breast cancer, but is now better. Moana is waking up. Janey has disturbing dreams. Janey gains respect for her aunt, as she begins to learn her story.
Vocab - architect, vintages, strewn, haze, traumatic, oncology, winced, corpse, obliged, biological, disc, 
Questions 
Level 1
1 Janey and Giselle go on a trip in this chapter. Where do they go, and why?
answer-they go to Dunedin so Janey can visit her Mum in hospital.
2 Which two people do we find out used to be best friends?
answer-Janey’s mother Brenda, and her aunt Giselle were best friends.
Level 2
3 Why do you think Janey is surprised to find out that her mother and her aunty used to be best friends?
answer-because it looks as though Janey’s mum hates her ex-husband, Mitch, and Giselle is Mitch’s sister, so it’s complicated.
4 What sort of person do you think Steve is?
answer-he seems to be a really nice person. Janey loves him, and is relaxed around him.
Level 3
5 Have you ever been to hospital to see someone you really care about who’s very ill and how did it make you feel?
answer- various
6 What do you think might happen next?
answer-various

Chapter 3
Synopsis - We learn a little bit about Mitch and Brenda when they were younger. They were happy and successful, but then they had Janey, and Brenda was really depressed and lonely, because Mitch was away working a lot. Their unhappy marriage breaks up after a couple of years like this. We find out about Mitch’s accident, which was REALLY bad. Janey makes friends with Cathy and Katie, and they go riding on the beach. Janey is embarrassed to find that her friends know more about her Dad than she does; Mitch has written a best-selling book, which is to be made into a film. Janey feels angry and foolish, and argues with Mitch. She walks out and goes to the beach to think. There, Moana tells her Mitch really does care for her. Janey apologizes, and she and Mitch have a real conversation, and agree to each answer a question a day until they get to know each other better. Janey has a good memory of her father showing her a giant spider when she was really little.
Vocab -geology, head-hunted, resent, divorce, physically, horizon, shimmering, jester, Venetian, evaporated, domestic.
Questions 
Level 1
1 Who are Janey’s new friends?
answer-Cathy and Katie.
2 What sort of things do they do together?
answer-they hang out, talk, and go horse-riding on the beach.
Level 2
3 Why was the memory of the spider really important?
answer-because, for the first time, Janey remembered something positive about her father from when she was little; how he taught her not to be afraid of spiders, even though her mother is terrified of them.
4 How do you think Mitch feels when Janey gets angry at him, and why?
He probably feels annoyed, because she’s angry at him for not telling her stuff, but he’s been trying to get to know her for three weeks, and she’s been holding him at arm’s length, and not taking any interest in him.
Level 3
5 Have you ever had someone help you not to be afraid of something, and if so, how did it make you feel about yourself, and the other person?
answer-various.
6 What do you think might happen next?
answer-various

Chapter 4
Synopsis - Janey and Mitch learn more about each other, and gain some trust. Janey learns that Mitch has epilepsy as a result of his accident, as well as the other physical problems. Also that he has had to re-learn many things, and it hasn’t been easy. They take a trip to Dunedin to see Brenda, and Mitch goes to visit one of his friends, and then Mitch, Janey and Giselle all go the the movies together, where they run into Steve, and Janey’s little siblings. Mitch and Steve are guardedly polite to each other. Back home, Mitch and Janey talk. Mitch is reluctant to share some things with Janey, and tells her to ask her aunt instead. Giselle tells it like it is; ie, Mitch’s accident was horrific, and Brenda didn’t treat him fairly at all, and didn’t tell Janey about any of the numerous times he tried to contact her, sometimes, she has even lying about it. Janey is understandably upset.
Vocab - seizure, epilepsy, parchment, robust, respective, epically, hilarity, defuse, lobby, optimistic, traumatic, remission
Questions 
Level 1
1 What do you think is going to happen to Janey’s Mum?
answer- apart from an unforeseen miracle, she’s going to die.
2 Young children often don’t understand adult situations. No-one explained to Janey why her father didn’t ring her on her fifth birthday, so she had to come up with a reason. What was the reason Janey thought her father didn’t love her anymore?
answer-she thought she must have done something really naughty, even though she didn’t know what it was.
Level 2
3 Why did Janey spill the coffee?
answer-because she had just realised that her mother had been preventing Mitch from seeing her for years.
4 Why were Mitch and Giselle both so reluctant to discuss Brenda’s lack of honesty with Janey?
answer- they know that Brenda is dying, and they don’t want Janey to hate her mother.
Level 3
5 As Janey learns more about her parents, how do you think her view of them will change?
answer-it will probably change in many ways, as she learns more things.
6 What do you think will happen next?
answer-various.

Chapter 5
Synopsis - Janey has an awful day with her friends, where the subject of her mother’s impending death comes up, and then she rides her friend’s horse on the beach, falls off, and the horse goes lame. After this, she has a fight with Mitch, who walks out on her, and then she smashes a plate and storms off to the beach. There, she has a cry and feels unwanted, finally considering what it would be like to drown herself. Moana appears to Janey and shows her what the results of her suicide would be like; it’s horrible. After that, Mitch comes to get her, guesses what she has been thinking, and tells her how many people really do love her, and the fact that it’s normal for family members to fight sometimes, but still love each other. Moana has, as she puts it, ‘frightened the girl sensible.’
Vocab - incomprehensible, exhilarated, spirited, mulling, dead-beat, unravel, literally, comprehend, perceptions, flexible, despise, appalled, capacity, rogue. 
Questions 
Level 1
1 In the first part of chapter five, Janey is with her friends. What things happen that make her feel bad?
answer-she tells Katie that her mother is dying, rather than just ‘being a bit sick,’ which is what Katie thought, and secondly, she falls off the horse, and the horse goes lame.
2 Who is the elderly man walking his dog on the beach?
answer- he’s Cathy’s grandfather.
Level 2
3 Each of the three girls feels bad by the time they go home. Why does Katy feel bad?
answer- she feels bad because when she asked about Janey’s mother, she really didn’t know how sick Brenda was, and once the subject had come up, it made it really hard for all three of the girls to enjoy the afternoon. Also, I think she felt silly for not knowing such an important thing.
4 Why did Giselle have tears in her eyes when she was talking to Mitch?
answer- because she was remembering her child, which she no longer has. aAt this point, we don’t know why.
Level 3
5 This has been one of Janey’s worst days ever. Think of a day where everything’s gone wrong for you. How did you cope?
answer- various.
6 What do you think will happen next?
answer- various.

Chapter 6
Synopsis - Mitch and Janey talk; firstly, about the feelings they get from the boat, and then about Janey’s feelings of not belonging. Janey describes seeing herself as a leftover bit of jigsaw puzzle that doesn’t belong anywhere. Mitch explains that she isn’t the bit nobody wants, but the bit everybody wants, and that it was Steve’s initiative for her to get to know her biological father, because Steve took a very reasonable view of things. Janey spends the day at Cathy’s, and they talk about families. Katie is away at a big family gathering, and Janey and Cathy wonder what it would be like to have such a big family. Janey is beginning to realise she knows very little about her own family, especially her mother’s side. Janey realises she now feels at home in the village, and has real friends there. Janey goes home and is talking to Mitch when the film producer skypes him from Australia. The producer asks if Janey would like to audition for a minor part. That night, Janey can’t sleep, and she goes and sits in the boat. There, she has some important revelations about how it’s good for her to belong to both families. She also realises that things are going to change really soon, and everything will be very different when her mother dies.
Vocab -inspiration, tropical, bichon frise, mokopuna, femur, expressive, audition, chiropractor, revelation,
Questions 
Level 1
1 Which thing did Janey see herself as, on the jigsaw puzzle?
answer- a little green and red parrot.
2 Cathy’s dad has a saying about two things starting to smell after three days. What are the two things?
answer- fish and relatives.
Level 2
3 Why do you think Cathy’s parents start quoting negative things just before her cousin Caroline comes to stay?
answer- there could be a number of reasons. Perhaps she’s really hard work, or perhaps they just get sick of how long she stays. 
4 What was Cathy’s question to Janey, and why didn’t Janey answer it?
answer- Cathy wanted to know if Janey had other relatives, such as aunts and uncles and cousins. Janey didn’t answer because she actually didn’t know, and probably felt embarassed.
Level 3
5 Do you think it’s possible that Janey will get a part in the movie?
answer- yes or no.
6 What do you think will happen next?
answer- various.

Chapter 7
Synopsis - Janey and Mitch discuss family differences. Mitch likes old things, and Steve likes new ones; that’s okay. Brenda is really sick, so Janey and Giselle go down to Dunedin. Giselle tells Janey she has an aunt and five cousins she hasn’t known about. One uncle has died. Then she tells Janey about a sixth cousin, the daughter she gave up for adoption when she was a teenager. Giselle talks to Brenda, who is unresponsive. Forgives her, and remembers her good side. Janey talks to Steve’s mum, Felicity, who gives her good advice about sorting out what will work, for example, she says it’s perfectly alright to have two Dads. Brenda dies that night, without waking up. There is a small funeral three days later, and Janey’s friends come back and help afterwards.
Vocab - distastefully, gamut, obsolescence, minimally, bi-coloured, renal, stresses, 
Questions 
Level 1
1 How many cousins does Janey have?
answer- she has six on Mitch’s side of the family. We don’t know if she has any on her mother’s side; and also, she may well be friends with Steve’s nieces and nephews, and regard them as cousins. Families are complex.
2 What household item do Mitch and Janey discuss in this chapter, and what does Mitch call it?
answer- the household item is a really old toaster, and Mitch calls it ‘Old Crunchy.’
Level 2
3 Why do you think Giselle envys Brenda?
answer- because Brenda got to raise Janey herself, whereas Giselle gave up her daughter.
4 Giselle has mixed feelings about Brenda, but the good feelings overwhelm the bad ones. Why do you think that is? (Think about what you have learned about Giselle in this chapter.)
answer- the implication is that when Giselle was a pregnant teenager, she had a really hard time but Brenda stood by her. This is never said explicitly, but there are clues.
Level 3
5 Both Felicity and Janey wonder about Brenda’s past., and why she has been so secretive. Do you think they will ever know what it was like for Brenda?
answer- many possibilities.
6 What do you think will happen next?
answer- various.

Chapter 8
Synopsis - Steve’s family is picking up the pieces after Brenda’s death; Janey gets used to the idea of having two dads. Giselle is sculpting when the phone rings, and it is her long-lost daughter, wanting to get to know her. Janey meets her cousin Olivia, and Olivia meets Janey’s Dunedin family. Livvy drives Janey up to Mitch’s place, and they have a really good talk about things. Talking about everything that has happened is a big help, although Janey realises she might never know the answers to some of her questions. Giselle is really nervous.
Vocab - dreaded, forlorn, futility, embraced, quirky, 
Questions 
Level 1
1 What was Giselle carving, at the start of this chapter?
answer- she was trying to do an abstract carving of Brenda. It wasn’t going so well.
2 When Giselle gets that very important phone call, who is ringing her?
answer- her daughter Olivia.
Level 2
3 Janey seems to hit it off with Livvy right from the start. Why do you think that is?
answer- Livvy is smart and funny and kind, and she seems to be on the same wavelength as her cousin. Also, she is that little bit older, and perhaps Janey looks up to her. The big reason, though, is that Livvy knows what it’s like to feel like an outsider in her own family, just as Janey has felt.
4 Steve is a little bit aggressive towards Livvy at first, probably because he is protective of Janey. How does Livvy get past that?
answer- she defuses the situation with humour. E.g. she refers to Steve an an ‘elderly gent,’ and tells tall tales about how long she’s been driving. She uses humour in a very gentle way, so as not to cause offence.
Level 3
5 Do you think Giselle and Livvy will like each other?
answer- it’s looking positive. They seem to connect easily and both want the same thing.. to have family and they both have doubts about belonging. Livvy was adopted.
6 What do you think will happen next? answer- various.

Chapter 9
Synopsis -  Janey and Mitch are comfortable together now; Janey calls both Mitch and Steve ‘Dad.’ Giselle meets her daughter, and it goes really well. Janey goes riding with her friends, and the casting agent comes to see her. The next part of the chapter takes place five months later. Janey is in Australia with Mitch, playing her part in the film. She is very happy. Finally, two weeks after the filming, Janey and Mitch are in Mitch’s house in Perth, where Mitch has found the present he’d brought her for her fifth birthday. Due to his memory loss, he has forgotten what’s in the package. When she opens it, Janey learns the truth- that her father had been coming home for her fifth birthday, but then the accident had stopped him.
The final scene of the book is Giselle and Livvy feeding the animals at Mitch’s house. They sit in Moana, and Giselle tells her daughter about the boat. In the end, they wander off home, singing snatces of ‘Moana’s Song.’ Neither of them can remember where they’ve heard it, but it’s quite familiar...
Vocab - rudder, casting, scholarship, applicant, forfeit, fossicking, crucial, anorexic, composition, consternation, festive, hippy
Questions 
Level 1
1 Moana says humans are like dolphins. Why?
answer- because they both need to belong.
2 Who is Charlotte Bayer?
answer- she is the casting agent for the movie that’s being made from Mitch’s book.
Level 2
3 Giselle and Livvy have wanted to meet each other for years. Why do you think it’s taken so long?
answer- there are various answers for this. From Giselle’s point of view, she probably didn’t want to do anything until her daughter wanted to find her.
4 If you were adopted, do you think you would want to meet your birth-mother?
answer- various.
Level 3
5 What are two pieces of advice you would give someone who is having family issues?
Answers will vary
6 Go to www.trishshirley.com and find ot more about the author and her work. Write her an email and ask her about the book or pass on your thoughts about it and the characters.
Trish is an artist who paints, and sculpts in paper mache. Her website has many examples of her work that children will enjoy.
Trish is also committed to engaging with students and will make every effort to reply to any enquiries.
(Also available is her teaching resource, “Templates for Fairy Tales” a one-stop Teaching Resource to motivate imaginative writing based on a series of her artworks.)
Following are Student Copy Masters
Chapter 1							Name
	Word
	Meaning
	Tick if found

	adjacent
	next to
	

	briskly
	quickly
	

	companionably
	in a friendly way
	

	abandonment
	being left behind by everyone, alone
	

	morphed
	changed
	

	permeated
	gone right through everything
	

	assaulting
	fighting, hitting
	

	inscrutable
	unreadable, hard to understand
	

	demeanor
	attitude, the way someone looks that shows how they feel
	

	detachment
	being separated, not feeling anything towards something  
	

	truce
	agreeing not to make war even though the feelings carry on
	


Level 1 - 
1 Who are the main characters that have been introduced in the story?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2 Where is the story set?
Level 2 - 
3 How is Janey feeling about being sent to live with her biological father? Why?

4 Why do you think Dad hasn’t contacted Janey for so long?

Level 3 -
5 Have you ever felt really angry and disappointed with someone? Write about it.


6 So what do you think will happen in the next Chapter?
Chapter 2							Name
	Word
	Meaning
	Tick if found

	architect
	person who draws plans for houses
	

	vintages
	from different ages
	

	strewn
	thrown all over the place
	

	haze
	foggy, hard to see
	

	traumatic
	frightening, scary and leaves you feeling really upset
	

	oncology
	specialises in treating cancer 
	

	winced
	pulled back and expecting pain
	

	corpse
	a dead body
	

	obliged
	forced to do something in return for a favour
	

	biological
	having once lived
	

	disc
	round and flat, like a coin
	


Level 1
1 Janey and Giselle go on a trip in this chapter. Where do they go, and why?

2 Which two people do we find out used to be best friends?

Level 2
3 Why do you think Janey is surprised to find out that her mother and her aunty used to be best friends?

4 What sort of person do you think Steve is?

Level 3
5 Have you ever been to hospital to see someone you really care about who’s very ill and how did it make you feel?

6 What do you think might happen next?
Chapter 3							Name
	Word
	Meaning
	Tick if found

	geology
	Science that deals with the physical structure of the earth; rocks, soil, etc.
	

	head-hunted
	Being deliberately enticed into a job. Didn’t have to look for it.
	

	resent
	Feeling bitter or annoyed about something.
	

	divorce
	When a marriage legally ends.
	

	physically
	Relating to the physical body.
	

	horizon
	The point where you see the sky and land meet in the distance.
	

	shimmering
	a flickering, vibrating light.
	

	jester
	A historical entertainer, a bit like a clown or a comedian.
	

	Venetian
	Someone from the city of Venice in Italy.
	

	evaporated
	Dried up.
	

	domestic
	Something to do with the home; not wild.
	


Level 1
1 Who are Janey’s new friends?
2 What sort of things do they do together?

Level 2
3 Why was the memory of the spider really important?

4 How do you think Mitch feels when Janey gets angry at him, and why?

Level 3
5 Have you ever had someone help you not to be afraid of something, and if so, how did it make you feel about yourself, and the other person?

6 What do you think might happen next?

Chapter 4							Name
	Word
	Meaning
	Tick if found

	seizure
	An uncontrolled fit. The person may be unconscious, or semi-conscious.
	

	 epilepsy
	A problem with the brain that typically causes seizures.
	

	parchment
	Like paper, but made from animal skins.
	

	robust
	Strong; hard to break.
	

	respective
	Personal; own; individual.
	

	epically
	A long story or tale, often in poetry.
	

	hilarity
	Very funny, humorous.
	

	defuse
	Take the danger or tension out of something.
	

	lobby
	Hallway, Foyer. Room with several other rooms leading into it.
	

	optimistic
	To take a happy, positive view of a situation.
	

	traumatic
	Deeply disturbing or depressing.
	

	remission
	To get better from something for a while; perhaps not for good, though.
	


Level 1
1 What do you think is going to happen to Janey’s Mum?
2 Young children often don’t understand adult situations. No-one explained to Janey why her father didn’t ring her on her fifth birthday, so she had to come up with a reason. What was the reason Janey thought her father didn’t love her anymore?

Level 2
3 Why did Janey spill the coffee?

4 Why were Mitch and Giselle both so reluctant to discuss Brenda’s lack of honesty with Janey?

Level 3
5 As Janey learns more about her parents, how do you think her view of them will change?

6 What do you think will happen next?
Chapter 5							Name
	Word
	Meaning
	Tick if found

	incomprehensible
	Something beyond understand.
	

	exhilarated
	Feeling very good; on a high.
	

	spirited
	Full of energy and enthusiasm.
	

	mulling
	Thinking deeply about something.
	

	dead-beat
	Useless. Someone you wouldn’t expect much from.
	

	unravel
	Unwind; come apart.
	

	literally
	Word for word; not exaggerated.
	

	comprehend
	Understand.
	

	perceptions
	Understanding something.
	

	flexible
	Able to bend to the situation. Not rigid.
	

	despise
	Hate and look down on.
	

	appalled
	Completely shocked and upset by something.
	

	capacity
	Ability to receive or contain.
	

	rogue
	Unrelaible; rascal.
	


Level 1
1 In the first part of chapter five, Janey is with her friends. What things happen that make her feel bad?
2 Who is the elderly man walking his dog on the beach?
Level 2
3 Each of the three girls feels bad by the time they go home. Why does Katy feel bad?
4 Why did Giselle have tears in her eyes when she was talking to Mitch?
Level 3
5 This has been one of Janey’s worst days ever. Think of a day where everything’s gone wrong for you. How did you cope?

6 What do you think will happen next?
Chapter 6					 		Name
	Word
	Meaning
	Tick if found

	inspiration
	Something that gives you great ideas.
	

	tropical
	The warmest parts of the world, around the equator.
	

	bichon frise
	Small, curly-haired white breed of dog.
	

	mokopuna
	Maori word for the next generation. Includes grand-children and onwards.
	

	audition
	Formal trout for something; maybe a part in a play or a singing contest.
	

	femur
	The long bone in your leg between the hip and the knee.
	

	expressive
	Being easily able to convey emotion; meaning.
	

	chiropractor
	Someone who specialises in manipulating bad backs to improve them.
	

	revelation
	Finding out an important truth.
	


Level 1
1 Which thing did Janey see herself as, on the jigsaw puzzle?
2 Cathy’s dad has a saying about two things starting to smell after three days. What are the two things?
Level 2
3 Why do you think Cathy’s parents start quoting negative things just before her cousin Caroline comes to stay?

4 What was Cathy’s question to Janey, and why didn’t Janey answer it?

Level 3
5 Do you think it’s possible that Janey will get a part in the movie?

6 What do you think will happen next?




Chapter 7							Name
	Word
	Meaning
	Tick if found

	distastefully
	Unpleasant or offensive.
	

	gamut
	The complete range or extent of something.
	

	obsolescence
	When something has outlived it’s usefulness.
	

	minimally
	Smallest amount needed.
	

	bi-coloured
	Two colours.
	

	renal
	To do with the kidneys. Renal failure means the kidneys don’t work anymore.
	

	stresses
	Hard things; difficulties.
	


Level 1
1 How many cousins does Janey have?
2 What household item do Mitch and Janey discuss in this chapter, and what does Mitch call it?

Level 2
3 Why do you think Giselle envys Brenda?

4 Giselle has mixed feelings about Brenda, but the good feelings overwhelm the bad ones. Why do you think that is? (Think about what you have learned about Giselle in this chapter.)


Level 3
5 Both Felicity and Janey wonder about Brenda’s past., and why she has been so secretive. Do you think they will ever know what it was like for Brenda?


6 What do you think will happen next?


Chapter 8							Name
	Word
	Meaning
	Tick if found

	dreaded
	Hated the thought of.
	

	forlorn
	Lost; alone; depressed; miserable.
	

	futility
	Waste of time.
	

	embraced
	Wrapped around; Taken in.
	

	quirky
	Different; interesting; unusual.
	


Level 1
1 What was Giselle carving, at the start of this chapter?

2 When Giselle gets that very important phone call, who is ringing her?

Level 2
3 Janey seems to hit it off with Livvy right from the start. Why do you think that is?


4 Steve is a little bit aggressive towards Livvy at first, probably because he is protective of Janey. How does Livvy get past that?


Level 3
5 Do you think Giselle and Livvy will like each other? Why or why not?



6 What do you think will happen next?


Chapter 9							Name
	Word
	Meaning
	Tick if found

	rudder
	Mechanism underneath the back of a boat. Used to steer.
	

	casting
	Finding the right person for the role.
	

	scholarship
	Money to help a deserving student further their studies.Recognition.
	

	applicant
	Person who makes a formal application for something. Usually a job.
	

	forfeit
	Give up.
	

	fossicking
	Came from looking for gold. Now, rummaging, searching for something.
	

	crucial
	Vital; really important. The thing won’t work without it.
	

	anorexic
	Someone with an eating disorder. Don’t eat enough.
	

	composition
	The way things are arranged.
	

	consternation
	Dismay; anxiety.
	

	festive
	A lavish, holiday display.
	

	hippy
	A youth movement in the sixties, famous for long hair and peace signs.
	


Level 1
1 Moana says humans are like dolphins. Why?

2 Who is Charlotte Bayer?
Level 2
3 Giselle and Livvy have wanted to meet each other for years. Why has it taken so long?

4 If you were adopted, do you think you would want to meet your birth-mother? Why or why not?

Level 3
5 What are two pieces of advice you would give someone who is having family issues?

6 Go to www.trishshirley.com and find ot more about the author and her work. Write her an email and ask her about the book or pass on your thoughts about it and the characters.
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