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Celebrate July 4th at the Colony! Invite
your friends and neighbors to the Colony
fun. The day starts with an “Anything on
Wheels” parade, moves on to lawn and pool
games, raft races, and an opportunity drawing. Colony Red Hots will once again be
manning a snack bar, so you don’t even
have to cook!

Ready for 2014 Anything on Wheels Parade

Schedule:
10:00am: Anything on Wheels ParadeMeet in front of the Clubhouse
11:00am: Lawn Games– In Colony Park
11:00am: Snack bar opens- Pool
12:00: Pool Games begin
2:00pm: Opportunity drawing begins
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Membership Meeting
Board Member Elections
The Colony Board of Directors elections take place on July 4th in the
Clubhouse
11:00 a.m.—Polls Open
1:00 p.m.—Polls Close
Colony Election Results are announced after the polls close.
Please look for election materials in
the mail. Instructions for voting, your
ballot and candidates statements will
all be included. It is very important to
achieve a quorum of the membership
for the election, so please take the
time to fill in
your ballot,
following the
instructions
carefully.
You can mail
your ballot
early, or bring it down to the clubhouse on July 4th.

Board News
Upcoming Regular BOD Meetings: Jun 17th, 7pm & July 15th, 7pm at the Colony Clubhouse.
Remember to check the web site; meeting dates are subject to change. Board meetings are open to all homeowners.
Please check the agenda and come early to sign up if you wish to speak at the open forum. Your input is valued.
Meeting agendas and approved minutes can be found on the Colony web page at www.colonyirvine.com
Click on About Us then Board/Meetings tab. They are also posted on the Clubhouse information board. Agendas are
posted four days prior to board meetings.
Inspectors of Election: The board appointed Charline Grundmann, Helen Bernhard and Eleanor Eissing as Inspectors
of Election.
Patrol Services : The board awarded the contract for patrol services this summer to California Coastal Patrol. We
used the same service last year for patrol services in the Colony. We reviewed a map of the Colony to agree on the
scope of their patrol service this year.
Pool Heater Replacement : The board approved a pool heater replacement proposal by Aqua-Tek. After a number of
vendors were brought in to look at repairing the current heater the cost of replacement seemed the best option.
Director Censure : The board voted to censure Director Tran for not attending board meetings. His absences at the
Board meetings does not allow him to perform his fiduciary duties and participate in the decision making process as a
member of the Board.

Honey-Do List: It’s Trim and Pull Time

Lawn Survival Tips

By Myra Radlow

Spring showers – such as they were – have lead to spring
growth of plants, and trees, and weeds. Now is a good time to
look around your property, including those places you don’t usually look, for dandelions and other unwanted volunteers. (Although
the dandelion is considered an unsightly pest to American landscape connoisseurs, the dandelion has been appreciated as a food
source since prehistory. The blanched leaves can be sautéed as a
green; the leaves and buds are used in traditional Slovenian, Sephardic, Chinese, and Korean cuisine; the petals, with other ingredients, are used to make dandelion wine; and the roots can be
roasted and used to make a caffeine-free dandelion coffee.) You
can spray them or you can pull them, but now is a good time to
find them…before they go to seed and become even more of
them! According to the Public Works office at Irvine City Hall,
each resident is responsible for keeping the sidewalks and gutters
around their homes weed free. City responsibility begins at the
asphalt.
It is also a good time to trim and shape trees and shrubs after
spring’s growth spurt. This is especially true for those of us
blessed with Carrotwood trees.
The seedpods, with their sharp
edges, will be dropping soon
and a good trim will reduce the
mess and hassle of cleaning up
after them. If you have a neighbor with a similar tree, consider
partnering up with him or her
and ask for a reduced “group
rate” from your tree trimming
company – many will accept this
kind of arrangement. Also, remember that any shrubs near or along driveways should be
trimmed to below 36”, to keep sightlines clear for all drivers. Furthermore, unkempt areas of ivy or shrubbery are some of the favorite places for rats to hide and thrive. Please do what you can
to keep the area between your plants and the ground clear, and
therefore unappealing to these pests.
And while you are looking closely at your yard, do you have an
empty spot to fill? How about planting something for the bees to
enjoy? Any of these plants are “bee friendly”: Aster, Black-Eyed
Susan, Blazing Star, Goldenrod, Lupine, Penstemon, Purple Cornflower, Rhododendron, Sunflower (backyard only, please), Wild
Buckwheat, Wild Lilac, Willow, and Woodland Sage. Be kind to
the bees, they are so important to all kinds of food production
because of their role as plant pollinators, plus…they make honey!
Finally, as a reminder, many low-water garden ideas can be
found at the demonstration gardens at the Coastkeeper Garden at
Santiago Canyon College. The gardens are a short drive from The
Colony up Jamboree toward Irvine Regional Park. More information at www.coastkeeper.org.
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The drought doesn’t have to mean goodbye to your lawn.
Most of us equate a deep green lawn with
a live one, but that is not necessarily the
case.
Cool weather lawns such as fescue, will
naturally look brown during the warmer
months without extra water. They’re
not dead, only
dormant.
Warm
weather
grasses
such as Bermuda do
just the opposite.
Green in summer,
brown in winter.
Whichever lawn you
have, you can keep
your lawn alive during these times of limited water. It won’t be
the lush green carpet you dream of though!
Things you can do to keep your lawn alive
with less water.
First: Water less! Most of us water too
much. Once a week is probably enough.
Second: Water more deeply ie. for a longer time, ten to 15 minutes once a week. This
encourages the roots to grow deeper into
the soil and stay moist longer. To prevent
run-off (a big no-no!) set your timer (or do it
by hand) to water for 2 or 3 intervals of 5
minutes each, set thirty minutes apart.
Third: Set your mower blades to the highest setting. Frequent cutting encourages
new growth which is vulnerable to water
loss.
Finally: Adjust as necessary. If grass has a
gray, dull look or if footprints “stay”, your
lawn may need more water.

Tennis Committee
Remember tennis court reservations are
online at HoldMyCourt.com
http://holdmycourt.com/
reserve2/colonyclub

Please register and try it out the club code is 3611.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE
Little Things Matter by Eileen Tsai
Homeowners and renters who regularly make time to walk around the outside of their property to spot and take care of little things before these become
big problems are greatly appreciated. A few minutes weekly can improve the
appearance of your place and increase everyone’s pleasure in walking by.
Little things that you can do without having to submit an architectural application or inviting a violation letter include:
 Picking up cigarette butts, loose trash, and old newspapers – major eyesore
for pedestrians. If you walk a dog and already carry a trash bag, how about
picking up along your route? Your neighbors will appreciate it too!
 Putting away trashcans weekly out of sight as soon as possible; on the
driveway or in front of side gate is not out of sight – this is not pretty and is
a violation.
 Removing weeds growing in sidewalk cracks
– bigger weeds make bigger cracks for uglier
weeds.
 Check sprinkler heads periodically to make
sure water goes where you want it, not on
sidewalk.
 Trim rose bushes, shrubs, palms, trees with
long stems, branches or leaves away from
sidewalk.
 Inspect plants for insect damage, disease,
mold, mildew – treat or adjust watering . Did
you know that more plants die from overwatering than underwatering right here in
Southern California?
 Remove and replace dead plants – consider colorful flowers and shrubs to
attract butterflies.
 Brown lawns during drought still need to be keep weed free and neat. (See
additional article on how to keep your lawn alive on less water.)
Many Colony homes have fruit trees and vegetable gardens which can
attract rats. We see some homes with fruit trees in front yards. However, current architectural guidelines state “agricultural/produce plantings are permitted in backyards only” (ARC Guidelines, section N Landscaping, item 8). The
Board has proposed a rule change be sent out for member comment to allow
well maintained fruit trees in the front yards. Look for information and the exact proposal to come in the mail. Member comment is needed before a vote on
this proposed change.
Even if plants are in backyards, please be aware that fruit trees and vegetables require care and vigilance to avoid attracting rats, possums, raccoons, insect and bird damage. Please take good care of the plants, thin out or cut back
to usable size, and remove excess buds and fruit before these drop and rot.
Rats also love pet food left outside and grease left in backyard BBQ grease
pans.
I talked to an exterminator who said mice can squeeze through a dime-size
opening – and rats can get through a quarter-size hole. Norwegian roof rats
can easily jump from trees to roofs and get inside attics. We are considering
inviting Orange County Vector Control to speak at our clubhouse about how to
address a rat problem. Interested? Please let me know or Myra Radlow, ARC
liaison on the Board, or Accell property manager.
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Irvine Parks and Facilities
Master Plan Workshop
IRVINE, CA (May 20, 2015):
The City of Irvine has begun the
process of updating its Parks and
Facilities Master Plan, which will
provide the framework for future parks and upgrades to ex-

isting parks over the next ten
years. The public is invited to
participate in a community workshop on Wednesday, June 3, 6
p.m. at the Irvine Civic Center to
provide input and suggestions as
to what should be included in
the City’s recreational blueprint.
Input gathered from the
workshop will help guide future
development and operation of
City parks and facilities.
The Irvine Civic Center is located at 1 Civic Center Plaza,
Irvine. Public participation is encouraged.
For more information about
the City’s Parks and Facilities
Master Plan, visit
cityofirvine.org/parksmasterplan
For information about the workshop, contact Kathleen Haton,
Senior Planner, at 949-724-7338.

Coming Soon - New Community Watch Program
By Officer Julia Engen

As you know, crime in Irvine is extremely low, but we do still experience flare ups of property crime such as
thefts from vehicles and open garages. I’d like to take this opportunity to remind those living and working in Irvine
that we continue to need your help. In addition to the preventative measures such as locking doors, hiding valuables
and closing garages, we’re always looking for new ways to enlist your eyes and ears into our crime-fighting efforts.
This month I’d like to tell you about a new Crime Prevention program that might make you want to take pause (…or
paws).
In the coming weeks, we’ll be launching a neighborhood watch-style program called Paws on Patrol.
Many of us are dog owners, and this program is a fun way for community members to engage with
our police department while participating in your normal daily activity of walking the dog. Participation is simple – all you have to do is download the smartphone app and use it to send us tips if you
notice anything suspicious while out on walks. Your pet will love the extra exercise, and your neighbors will be thankful for your extra attention. Follow us on social media facebook.com/IrvinePD or
twitter.com/IrvinePolice for the announcement of the app launch soon!
Recently, you may have seen a number of arrests in local news stories. In April, there were three suspects
arrested on two occasions for stripping copper wire from public light poles, three suspects caught in the act of committing a residential burglary and one suspect arrested two different times for taking packages from front porches. These were all Irvine crimes and in each of these cases, it was an observant community member who first saw
and reported the suspicious activity that led to the arrests! The factor that made the difference in these cases was
the police were called immediately.
I remain thankful for supportive and cooperative relationship between the members of the Irvine community
and the Irvine Police Department and look forward to meeting more of you and your furry friends.

Pool News
By Chip McGehee , Pool Liaison
You may have notice the “Pool Closed” signs up a few times in May because we have been repairing and
refurbishing the pool and the pool deck for summer. We are almost done. The broken deck drains have been
replaced and the diving board base is being painted. The lane lines have been upgraded and replaced as well as new
anchors for the Red Hots starting blocks. These last two repairs were paid for by the Red Hots swim team. Our pool
water heater is being replaced so the water will once
again be nice and warm. If you have tried out the pool
recently and found the water cold it is because the
heater has been broken and the water was not heated.
We have also replaced one of the pool pumps and the
pool fill timer.
The Red Hot’s season schedule will start June 1st.
Practice will be June 1st through June 19th from 3:306:00 PM and June 22nd through August 2nd from 3:307:00 PM. Two lanes are left open for non swim team lap swimming and free swim during practice times.
ISL Swim meets are scheduled in our pool on June 27th, July 18th, and July 25th from 7:00 am to 2:00 pm. The
swim meets are very entertaining and I would encourage everyone to come check them out. During swim meets the
pool will not be available until after 2:00 PM. (Please see the Colony Red Hots web page for details
(www.colonyredhots.org).
Premier Aquatic Lifeguard service has started as of May 23 and will continue through the summer until Labor Day
September 7. Life guards will be on duty from 12 noon until 6 pm on weekends, and until 5pm weekdays beginning
after school lets out.
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Coyote Sighting in the Colony:
We have had a couple of coyote sightings in the Colony the past few
weeks. One reported in the middle of Colony Park and another up past
the North Walkway in No-Mans-Land. Since the coyote sightings are
common in the entire Southern California region we have put together
some helpful tips from the city of Irvine web site on Coyotes.
You can report a coyote sighting at coyotesighting@cityofirvine.org
Small pets can easily become prey for coyotes. We recommend that cats and small
dogs should not be allowed outside alone
during evening hours, even if in a fenced
yard. It is highly recommended that small
pets always be accompanied by their owner. Though coyotes generally hunt between
sunset and sunrise, they can be observed at
all hours of the day.
There are many steps that can be taken to
protect you and your property from nuisance wildlife to include coyotes:
 Do not feed coyotes.
 Fence off animal enclosures (fully enclose if possible).
 Keep cats and small dogs indoors or in the close presence of an
adult.
 Feed pets indoors.
 Store trash in covered heavy duty containers with secure lids.
 Keep yards free from potential shelter such as thick brush, weeds,
wood piles, or excess debris.
 Enclose the bottoms of porches and decks.
 Eliminate potential food and water sources, such as, fallen fruit and
standing water.
 Keep your property well lit at night.
 Put your trash out the morning of pick up.
 Motion sensitive sprinklers may be effective in areas of high concern.
 Keep small children under close adult supervision at all times.
If you do encounter a coyote which behaves aggressively, you have
probably gotten too close to its prey or its family. Increase the “comfort
zone” between you and the coyote.
More information can be found at:
http://www.cityofirvine.org/ipd/divisions/
animalservices/coyote.asp

The Studio Arts Festival will showcase more than 100 Southern California
artists and their original works of art in
ceramics, sculpture, jewelry, painting,
photography, fiber and glass. Featuring
a variety of original artwork available
for purchase.
The Festival will also feature music,
art demonstrations and food – including ice cream sundaes served in handmade collectible ceramic bowls. Event
proceeds benefit special projects and
programs sponsored by the Fine Arts
Center.
The Center is located at 14321 Yale
Avenue, Irvine, in Heritage Park.
For more information, visit
irvinefinearts.org or call 949-724-6880.
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Colony Classifieds

Community Phone Numbers

Pet sitter: Going away on vacation? Need someone to feed your pets or
walk your dog while you’re gone? I can help you if you need a pet sitter.
My name is Adam and I am 15 years old. If you’re interested please call
714-244-7656.
Little Angels Family Child Care
Managed by two sisters Elle & Azita. Free Play,
Creative Arts, Outside Playtime, Circle Time/ Charts, Dance & Music.
Fist Aid/ CPR, LiC# 304206336
Tel: 949 653 6137
www.thelittleangelschildcare.com
Are you a Colony Resident with something to sell or a service to offer?
Place an ad in the Colonist. Email
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com for more information.

Government
Animal Control ························· 949-724-7740
City of Irvine ····························· 949-724-6000
Graffiti Hotline ························· 949-724-7196
Hazardous Waste Center ········· 714-834-4000
Heritage Library ······················ 949-936-4040
Irvine Unified School District ··· 949-936-5000
O.C. Fire Authority (business calls)
················································ 714-573-6000
Outdoor Pests, OC Vector Control
····································· 714-971-2421 x120
Police (administrative) ············ 949-724-7000
Public Works····························· 949-724-7511
Recycling Information ·············· 949-724-7669

Utilities
Waste Management ··············· 949-642-1191
Irvine Ranch Water District ····· 949-453-5300
Southern California Edison ······ 800-990-7788
Street Lights ···························· 800-655-4555
(Menu: 1 "power outage info" 3 other outage
3"street lights")
The Gas Company ···················· 800-427-2200
Cox Communications ················ 949-249-1212

Other:
Shopping Cart Pickup, Any Store
················································ 800-252-4613
Walnut Shopping Center Security
··············································· 714-532-3152
Pool Maintenance, Aqua-Tek
contact Accell (see calendar page for info)
Sprinklers, Douglas Landscape
contact Accell (see calendar page for info)

Do you have an item of general interest
for the Colonist? Please submit your article
to
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com
for consideration in upcoming newsletters.
The deadline is July, 19, 2015
Comments and suggestions are welcome!
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Accell Property Management
Shanne Ho shanne@accellpm.com
23046 Avenida de la Carlota, Suite 700 Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Office: 949-581-4988 Ext. 263 Fax : 949-581-9785
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat-Sun Closed For after hours emergencies call 949-361-3290

30

31
Clubhouse Reservations
Planning a party or event?
Reservations are easy to make!
Email: goaccell@accellpm.com
or call: Alyse Hendrick
Community Service Manager
949.581.4988 Ext. 251 Fax 949.581.9785
alyse@accellpm.com

