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Membership Meeting

July 4th Festivities at the Colony

Board Member Elections

Celebrate July 4th at the Colony! Invite
your friends and neighbors to the Colony
fun. The day starts with an “Anything on
Wheels” parade, moves on to lawn and
pool games then raft races. Colony Red
Hots will once again be manning a snack
bar, so you don’t even have to cook!

The Colony Board of Directors elections take place on July 4th in the
Clubhouse.
11:00 a.m.—Polls Open
1:00 p.m.—Polls Close
Colony Election Results are announced after the polls close.
Please look for election materials in
the mail. Instructions for voting, your
ballot and candidates statements will
all be included. It is very important to
achieve a quorum of the membership
for the election, so please take the
time to fill in your ballot, following the
instructions
carefully.
You
can mail your
ballot early, or
bring it down to
the clubhouse
on July 4th.

Schedule:
10:00 am: Anything on Wheels ParadeMeet in front of the Clubhouse
11:00 am: Lawn Games – In Colony Park
11:00 am: Snack Bar opens - Pool
12:00 pm: Pool Games begin

Board News
Upcoming Regular BOD Meetings: Regular Colony Board of Director meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of every
month. The next meetings are June 16, 2016, 7pm & July 21, 2016, 7pm at the Colony Clubhouse. Remember to
check the web site; meeting dates are subject to change. Board meetings are open to all homeowners. Please check
the agenda and come early to sign up if you wish to speak at the Open Members Forum. Your input is valued.
Meeting agendas and approved minutes can be found on the Colony web page at www.colonyirvine.com
Click on About Us then Board/Meetings tab. They are also posted on the Clubhouse information board. Agendas are
posted four days prior to Board meetings.
Inspectors of Election: The Board appointed Charline Grundmann, Helen Bernhard, Eleanor Eissing, Gene Paul, and
Sylvia Flood as Inspectors of Election. Please join us in thanking them for their service.
Lifeguards: The Board approved the contract to use Premier Aquatic Services as our lifeguard provider this summer.
Hours will be from 1PM to 6PM except Saturdays when there are swim meets when they will start at 2 pm.
Clubhouse Chairs: The Board approved the purchase of 10 new chairs for the clubhouse from Office & Ergonomic
Solutions. Purchasing new clubhouse tables is still under discussion.
Bench Repair / Replacement: The two park benches in the North Walkway area at the end of Picasso and Saarinen
have been in disrepair. The Pacific Rim Company has been contracted to replace the seats and backs with wood
replacements, using the existing support structures.

A Water-Efficient and Colorful Home Garden
By Anita Coleman

“Just look at the colors,” Norma exclaimed as we sat in
my backyard. “I know nothing about gardens but I thought
a water-wise, drought-friendly garden would not have so
many colorful flowers! How is this possible?”
Most of us probably know about the IRWD’s turf rebate program. Well, a few years ago my husband and I
took advantage of IRWD turf removal program. We replaced the turf in our backyard with a water-wise garden.
IRWD’s rebate was very useful but we still had to do all the
research ourselves. We struggled to find the right people,
contractors to do the work, remove the turf, design and
plant a drought and climate friendly garden. Besides being
water-efficient we were adamant that the garden should
also meet our other needs such as beauty, privacy, color
and productivity. We created a vibrant, water-wise and
abundant garden with a bio-swale (dry stream-bed), permeable pathways and drought-resistant plants (see photo
collage below). We have even published a children’s “read
aloud” book using the photographs of the plants, bioswale and the bridge in our garden. Most importantly, you
don’t have to struggle like we did to plan and enjoy a colorful garden.

Now, IRWD’s Rightscape makes it very easy for homeowners through detailed information on webpages such as
Plant a Water-Friendly Landscape:
http://
rightscapenow.com/how-do-i/get-drought-tolerantlandscape-ideas. The complete tutorial for each phase of
the garden project from ideas for gardens, common garden design goals and principles, garden design, communicating with landscape professionals, choosing the right
plants, ensuring correct drainage and putting in the right
kind of irrigation, and more is available at
http://www.rightscaperesources.com/Garden-Resources/.
Using Rightscape’s Plant Database to Make Plant Lists:
One particular problem that many homeowners struggle with is choosing the right plants. Plants bloom best
when all the ingredients of sun, soil and water are right.
And, Rightscape can help you with this! Before you complete the entire tutorial, look at two resources to make
your plant list, they will help you avoid mistakes. The first
resource is Creating Design,
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http://www.rightscaperesources.com/Garden-Resources/
DesignCreating.php and the second is Plant Design, http://
www.rightscaperesources.com/Garden-Resources/
PlantDesign.php. Once you’ve done that, you will be ready
to make your plant list.
Go
to
Rightscape
Resources
http://
www.rightscaperesources.com/. You can begin to make
your plant list by choosing Gardens or Plants from the
Home page.
Choosing Gardens will let you select from different
types of gardens such as California Mediterranean or Corner Garden, or Blue-Green Garden. Then, you can see and
print a report of the plants that belong to the kind of garden selected.
If you don’t see a particular garden you like or you
want to choose your own plants, or need more of the
plant details for the garden you selected, choose Plants.
You can search for the plants that you want using common
or botanical name or by choosing all. Criteria such as sun
exposure, plant type, height, type, and more are all given
for each plant. California native plants will be clearly
marked too! Add each plant you select (want in your garden) to compile a list then, when fully done, generate a
report. Voila, you have a plant list! Print your reports by
hydrozones (plant water needs), plant detail, and all pictures. The all pictures plants will be shown in color and so
you will get a good sense of the colors that will be available in your garden. You can use these lists to submit to the
HOA/ARC and to go plant shopping. CAUTION: There is no
save feature and so you must select all your plants and
print a report of the list in one session. You cannot save it
on the website and come back later to pick up where you
left off (Use PlantMaster listed in Additional Resources).
Rightscape’s Water Calculator:
Rightscape’s Water Calculator is a tool that helps you
set your irrigation controller correctly. There are two ways
to get to it: Watering Guide http://www.rightscaperesources.com/Watering-Guide/
or Water Calculator:
http://www.rightscaperesources.com/calc/.
If you need additional help, sign up for Rightscape’s
workshops http://rightscapenow.com/ or contact them.
Email: info@irwd.com Phone: (949) 453-5300.
Additional Resources:
Be WaterWise. This is a website of the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern California. Besides information
about rebates it has a Garden Spot that is chockfull of useful information, including videos, quick guides, a plant database, watering calculator and more.
http://bewaterwise.com/gardenspot.html
(Continued on page 4)
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Help Reduce Disease Carrying Mosquitoes
By Eileen Tsai

What? Warm weather is here and mosquitoes are
already breeding in anything that can hold water for a
week. Orange County Mosquito and Vector Control says
the situation is worse than last year and urges everyone
to check yards regularly to remove standing water. Half
the mosquitoes in Orange County are produced in
residential yards!
Which? Two new invasive species now in Southern
California are the Asian tiger (Aedes albopictus) and
yellow fever (Aedes aegypti) mosquitoes. These can
transmit debilitating diseases such as dengue,
chikungunya, and yellow fever, also encephalitis-causing
viruses and canine heartworm, plus West Nile Virus and
Zika virus. Infected travelers bring from other countries
into California and cause local outbreaks.
How? These mosquitoes are less than 1/4th inch long,
black-and-white, and bite during the day, indoors and
out. Eggs are laid along the waterline of any waterholding container such as flower vases, plant saucers,
buckets, used tires, plastic bottle caps and plants that
hold water such as bromeliads or bamboo, or even dead
leaves left out. Life cycle from egg to adult takes only
one week, but eggs can remain alive for years and hatch
whenever conditions are right.
Where? Common yard breeding sources: out of service
swimming pools, kiddie pools, spas, ponds, trash lids,
tarps,
wheelbarrows,
lawn/patio
drains
with
accumulated water, clogged rain gutters, decaying
vegetation, flowerpot saucers, buckets, jars, cans, etc.
One plastic water bottle cap can breed 100-400
mosquito eggs.
How to prevent? Have a fun family water hunt every
week over the summer! Kids can be trained to be great
standing water detectors. Turn empty pots, plant
saucers and other containers upside down. Clean up
gutters, leaves and dead plants, dry out low spots, and
throw away empty containers. Seal rain barrels when
not expecting rain. Cover toys, pet and food containers
left outside. Keep swimming pool and pond water
flowing and boats covered. Don’t over-water plants and
leave wet spots. Do not share plant cuttings as these
may contain dormant mosquito eggs. Drill holes in
bottoms of plant pots, saucers, barrels, bins and old tires.
How to protect yourself?
Wear insect repellent
containing DEET, Picaridin, IR 3535 or oil of lemon
eucalyptus. Cover yourself as much as possible when
outside. Use door and window screens to keep
mosquitoes out and swat any found inside. Remove
houseplants with wet soil and pour out any indoor

containers with standing water.
What can OC Mosquito and Vector Control do? Call 1714-971-2421 or 1-949-654-2421 to schedule an
inspection of your yard, or if bothered by mosquitoes.
Ask how to get free mosquito fish for your pond or
unused swimming pool. Technicians also regularly
inspect and control mosquitoes in wetlands, storm
drains, flood channels, ditches, and other public right-ofways. They perform routine larvicide operations, and
work with city, county, state and federal agencies to
permanently correct mosquito breeding sources
wherever possible. District office is at 13001 Garden
Grove Blvd, Garden Grove CA 92843.
Website:
www.ocvcd.org
Property owner responsibility? Mosquito control and
abatement is a shared responsibility between OC
Mosquito and Vector Control District and the public. The
owner of any property found to breed mosquitoes is
responsible for removing the nuisance and preventing
recurrence. In extreme cases where the owner does not
accept responsibility, the OCVCD can abate on its own
and file a lien against the property per CA Health and
Safety Code.
Take action to reduce the chances of your loved ones
becoming infected! Thank you all.

(Continued from page 3)

PlantMaster: If you want to save your list of plants,
use this database. You must register for a free account
(name, email and password are the only information
they request and they say they won’t give away the
emails) and then sign in to choose the plants and create
your list, including size of the plants. They have garden
ideas for entries, patios, front yards, backyards,
hillsides, parking strips, walkways and more.
Anita Coleman and her husband are residents of the
Colony.

Be Alert in the Neighborhood

Notes From LaDonna

By Myra Radlow

I received a call from a homeowner recently with a
hope that we keep the Colony beautiful. I certainly do
too. Though our property needs attention all year long,
spring is a special time to look at our house and yard
and spruce it up. All major projects, such as lawn replacement need an approved application from the Architectural Review Committee, but attending to the
weeds and planting new flowers do not. Dandelions and

As the weather warms up, it is again time to be aware
of any suspicious or illegal behavior in our neighborhood.
According to the Irvine Police Department, we – the residents of The Colony – are the most important part of reducing any burglaries or drug activity in our neighborhood
because we will most likely be the first to see anything
suspicious.
Suspicious activities include:
 People you don’t recognize sitting in cars for a long
time.
 Other people coming up to a car that has been parked
for a long time and having a very brief encounter with
the occupant (the second person’s hands may go into
the car for an exchange).
 A lot of visitors to a particular residence, sometimes at
odd hours of the day.
 Someone you don’t recognize entering a neighbor’s
gate to the backyard, or looking in windows.

other weeds are growing fast even in the cracks of the
sidewalks and driveways. A squirt of Roundup will dispatch them quickly, but last year I experimented and
found that a generous application of table salt or a
dousing with boiling water will kill weeds in the cracks
too. Homeowners on a corner lot, walk around the corner and evaluate your side yard which can get overgrown quickly since it is out of sight. Also when you are
out walking, pick up trash you find. Picking up food
wrappers and cups not only keeps the Colony beautiful
but is a good example to your kids and neighbors.
As a reminder, Waste Management, our trash collector, will pick up to four large items for no charge
twice a year. Phone them at 949-642-1191 to schedule
an appointment when you are doing your spring cleaning. These Items as well as items for charity may be
placed on your driveway with a labeling sign for the
driver the day of pickup only. Items may never be
placed in front of your house and labeled “free “.
Now that we allow up to two fruit trees (up to 20
feet tall) in your front or side yard, you may be interested in OC Food Access Coalition ocfoodaccess.org to donate or pick your excess fruit. Or volunteer at theharvestclub.org. It is nearby Santa Ana, Ph: 714.564.9525

What can you do? The Irvine Police encourage you to
report anything suspicious right away. The quicker you
call and report what you saw, the sooner they can respond, and investigate what you saw.
They also urge you to be a good witness. That means
being able to notice and report relevant information.
Things to notice include:
 How many people you saw.
 Where you saw them.
 When you saw them.
 Physical descriptions (height, weight, sex, hair color,
eye color, complexion, type of clothing, color of clothing, body type, anything notable (eyeglasses, beard,
distinctive tattoo, colorful shoes, etc.).
 If they are in a car, truck or van, the color/make/
model of vehicle being driven, and the license number, if you can get it without being noticed.
 Which way they were headed, if on the move.
If you notice anything you feel is suspicious, you are
strongly encouraged to call any of these numbers – right
away – to notify the police to come and investigate.
911 or 949-724-7200 or 855-TIP-OCCS (Orange County
Crime Stoppers)

Pool News
The pool is heated so come and enjoy
it. Please follow the posted pool rules, be safe and never leave your children unattended in or around the
pool. The Colony Red Hots will begin practice Tuesday,
May 31. Practices run from 3 pm to 6:30 pm weekdays.
There will always be lanes open for other residents during practices. Swim Meets will be held June 18 and July
9 & 23. The pool will be open to all residents at 2 pm.

For you tech-savvy, smartphone people, an anonymous
tip can be transmitted via the Access Irvine app from the
Irvine Police Department
http://www.cityofirvine.org/services/access_irvine.asp
Thank you for helping to keep our neighborhood safe!
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Fruit Tree Rule Change

Community Activities

By: Myra Radlow

Studio Arts Festival

At the last Board of Directors meeting, the Board voted to allow fruit trees to be planted in visible areas
around a home. The new rule is:
8. Agricultural/produce plantings are permitted in
backyards only, with the exception that no more than two
(2) fruit trees may be
planted in front or side
yards provided: 1.) they do
not exceed 20 feet in
height; 2.) they are kept in
pleasing
condition
(regularly trimmed and
healthy); 3.) that no fruit
from the tree is left on the
ground; and 4.) that no
dead or rotten fruit be left
on the tree.
This action was taken
for a few reasons. Firstly,
it became known that
many residents already had fruit trees in front or on the
sides of their homes. The vast majority of these trees are
so well maintained, that they had caused no problems
(unsightliness) for the community. Second, the Architectural Committee began getting requests to plant fruit
trees in front yards as part of landscaping plans. Many of
our residents had fruit trees in their front yards growing
up, and want to do the same with their own homes. Also,
there is a rising trend in landscaping to incorporate fruit
trees in some designs, especially in Mediterranean designs.
There was some concern that fruit trees would attract
pests into the neighborhood. After much research, and
consultation with the Orange County Mosquito and Vector Control, it was decided that if a fruit tree was well
maintained (no dead or rotting fruit on the tree or under
the tree), the tree itself should not attract pests to the
neighborhood. The key is owner responsibility: if you
want a fruit tree – in the front or back of your house –
please keep it well maintained by picking fruit and removing any dead or rotting fruit. Thank you for your cooperation!

The Irvine Fine Arts Center will host the 22nd annual Studio Arts Festival. The Festival will showcase more
than 85 Southern California artists and their original
works of art in many mediums. The Festival will also
feature music, art demonstrations and food.
Admission and parking are free.
Saturday, June 4 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Irvine Fine Arts Center

10th Annual Super Pet Adoption
More than 600 homeless dogs, cats, rabbits and other small animals will be available for adoption.
The event features dozens of vendors, gourmet food
trucks, a silent auction and low-cost microchipping.
Suggested donation is $2 per person or $5 per family,
Appropriately vaccinated dogs on leashes are welcome. Event proceeds benefit the Irvine Animal Care
Center.
Saturday, June 4 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Irvine Animal Care
Center

Sizzlin’ Summer Concerts
5:30–7:30 p.m.
Mike Ward Community Park–Woodbridge
 July 10: Gold Rush Country: Country
 July 17: Identity Theft: ‘80s Variety
 July 24: Blue Breeze: Motown, R&B, Soul & Funk
Grab your lawn chairs, picnic baskets and dancing
shoes for an evening of music in the park. Gourmet
food trucks will be onsite, with a portion of the proceeds benefiting the Irvine 2/11 Marine Adoption
Committee and other Irvine nonprofit organizations.
For more information about these events, visit
cityofirvine.org/specialevents or call 949-724-6606.

The Orange County Great Park
Movie on the Lawn
Movies Begin at Dusk
Join us for a classic or family favorite movie on the outdoor big screen. Bring low-back chairs, blankets and a
picnic, or purchase items from the food trucks or snack
bar. Movies are weather permitting and admission is
free. More info: ocgp.org.
Flashback Fridays
June 10: Roman Holiday
June 17: Singin’ In The Rain
June 24: Bringing Up Baby
July 8: State Fair
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Blockbuster Saturdays
June 4: Home
June 11: Hotel Transylvania 2
June 18: Minions
June 25: The Peanuts Movie
July 9: Kung Fu Panda 3
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Colony Classifieds

Community Phone Numbers

Pet sitter: Going away on vacation? Need someone to feed your
pets or walk your dog while you’re gone? I can help you if you
need a pet sitter. My name is Adam and I am 15 years old. If
you’re interested please call 714-244-7656.
Little Angels Family Child Care
Managed by two sisters Elle & Azita. Free Play,
Creative Arts, Outside Playtime, Circle Time/ Charts, Dance &
Music.
Fist Aid/ CPR, LiC# 304206336
Tel: 949 653 6137
www.thelittleangelschildcare.com
Are you a Colony Resident with something to sell or a service to offer?
Place an ad in the Colonist. Email
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com for more information.

Do You Love
to Have Fun?
Do you have great ideas? Do
you love to plan and organize events?
Volunteers are needed for
the Recreation Committee! The Recreation Committee
plans exciting Colony events such as the Halloween Family Fun Night, Breakfast with Santa, Easter Egg Hunt,

Government
Animal Control····························· 949-724-7740
City of Irvine································· 949-724-6000
Graffiti Hotline ···························· 949-724-7196
Hazardous Waste Center ············· 714-834-4000
Heritage Library ·························· 949-936-4040
Irvine Unified School District ······· 949-936-5000
O.C. Fire Authority (business calls)
···················································· 714-573-6000
Outdoor Pests, OC Vector Control
·················································· 714-971-2421
Police (administrative) ················ 949-724-7000
Public Works ································ 949-724-7511
Recycling Information·················· 949-724-7669

Utilities
Waste Management ··················· 949-642-1191
Irvine Ranch Water District ········ 949-453-5300
Southern California Edison ········· 800-990-7788
Street Lights ································ 800-655-4555
(Menu: 1 "power outage info" 3 other outage
3"street lights")
The Gas Company ························ 800-427-2200
Cox Communications ··················· 949-249-1212

Other:
Shopping Cart Pickup, Any Store
···················································· 800-252-4613
Walnut Shopping Center Security
·················································· 714-532-3152
Pool Maintenance, Aqua-Tek
contact Accell (see calendar page for info)
Sprinklers, Douglas Landscape
contact Accell (see calendar page for info)

Movie Night and more! The Colony needs energetic, fun
loving people to organize, run, and volunteer for these
and other events.

If you are interested in keeping

these Colony traditions or starting new ones, please
email Eliza Holt at colonyrecreation@gmail.com or contact LaDonna Bornzin at 949-599-5949. We look forward to hearing from you!

Do you have an item of general interest for
the Colonist?
Please submit your article to
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com
for consideration in upcoming newsletters.
The deadline is July 19, 2016
Comments and suggestions are welcome!

Tennis Committee
Remember tennis court reservations are online
at HoldMyCourt.com
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub
Please register and try it out - the club code is
3611.
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Mon
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Wed

1

Thu

Fri

2 ARC Meeting 3

Sat

4

7:00 PM Clubhouse

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

17

18

24

25

Street sweeping

12

13

14

15

16
BOD Meeting
7:00 PM Clubhouse

19
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21

22

Fathers Day

26

23
Street sweeping

27

28

29

30
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Sun

3

Mon

Tue

4 Independence 5

Wed

6

Day
Colony Election

10

11

Thu

Fri

7

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

ARC Meeting
7:00 PM Clubhouse

12

13

14
Street sweeping

17

18

19

20

21
BOD Meeting
7:00 PM Clubhouse

24
31

25

26

27

Accell Property Management
Shanne Ho shanne@accellpm.com
23046 Avenida de la Carlota, Suite 700 Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Office: 949-581-4988 Ext. 263 Fax : 949-581-9785
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat-Sun Closed For after hours emergencies call 949-361-3290

28
Street sweeping

Clubhouse Reservations
Planning a party or event?
Reservations are easy to make!
Email: goaccell@accellpm.com
or call: Mari Jordan
949.581.4988 Ext. 268 Fax 949.581.9785

mari@accellpm.com

