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Halloween Family Fun Night
Come one, come all to the Colony Clubhouse for Halloween fun!
 Crafts, games, snacks and frivolity!
 Costume parade and contest!
All ages welcome, costumes not required to join in the
fun!
 When: Friday, Oct. 24 6-8 pm
Crafts & Games: 6-7:30
Costume Parade 7:30
 Where: Colony Community Clubhouse
Questions?: Contact the Colony Recreation committee at
colonyrecreation@gmail.com
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Want to have fun seeing your neighbors
and all the little ghouls and goblins? The Recreation Committee
is looking for volunteers to help with the Halloween Family Fun
Night. We need help with set-up, clean-up, crafts and games.
Please email Eliza Holt at
colonyrecreation@gmail.com if you are interested helping with
this or other events.
TEENS: Looking for some Community Service Hours? We would love to have your
help! If you are interested in volunteering or need more information, please contact
Eliza Holt at colonyrecreation@gmail.com

Board News
Upcoming Regular Meetings: October 15th, 7pm & November 19th, 7pm at the Colony Clubhouse.
Remember to check the web site; meeting dates are subject to change. Board meetings are open to all homeowners.
Please check the agenda and come early to sign up if you wish to speak at the open forum. Your input is valued.
Meeting agendas and approved minutes can be found on the Colony web page at www.colonyirvine.com
Click on About Us then Board/Meetings tab. They are also posted on the Clubhouse information board. Agendas are
posted four days prior to board meetings.
Pool Heating: The board approved leaving the pool heat on while the weather is still warm. We will review pool
heating again during the October board meeting.
Security Service: The board approved keeping California Coastal Patrol for another month of service. They will
continue making a couple stops each night at the pool and park area, as well as looking around the north walkway
area for any activity.
Fence Painting: The painting of the pool fence was approved and awarded to Prime Tech Constitution. They should be
completed with the work by the time this newsletter is out.
Pool Service: The pool will need to be closed for a few days after the summer season ends. There are a number of
maintenance items that need to be completed that will require the pool’s water level to be lowered. There will be
signs posted at the pool and notification on the Colony Web site.

Tennis Committee

ARC Answers: What Can I Leave in Front of
My House? For How Long?

Remember
online.

By Eileen Tsai

Dear Homeowners—Many homeowners have questions
on what is and isn’t allowed to be left in the front of their
homes, or visible from the street (public view). Here is a
quick rundown on ARC Guidelines, time limits and allowances.
Items With Time Limits:
 Trashcans – A maximum of 24 hours per week. For
example, if trash pickup is on Tuesdays, put trashcans
out Monday night and put away Tuesday night, or put
out Tuesday early morning and put away early
Wednesday morning. Put away means in backyard or
garage, not on driveway or anywhere in front.
 Donations – 24 hours. Donations must be clearly
marked and picked up in 24 hours or put away.
 Dumpsters – Maximum of 30 days, or longer with
ARC approval. Dumpsters shall not obstruct traffic
and can be left on street in front of owner house.
Waste Management Bagsters should be removed as
soon as possible, maximum 30 days. Please make
sure the trash is not visible. No one wants to see the
trash exposed to view.
 Portable basketball backboards, soccer goals or other sports equipment –
Portable sports equipment cannot be left out
overnight. It can be
brought to front yard or
driveway when in use and
must be put away when
not in use at side of house
(behind gate) or backyard
to minimize public view.
 Children’s swings, permanent playhouses, trampolines or climbing structures - Are not allowed overnight in front yards or left overnight in islands or other common areas. Nothing should be attached to
Association trees.
 Signs – Time limit varies. “For Sale” signs are restricted to small stake-type signs. No large posts allowed.
Political signs are protected by City ordinance and can
be placed as allowed by them. Garage sale signs
must be removed within 2 hours after the end of
event. Lost animal signs must be removed within 4
days. Use small stand-alone stake-type signs. It is
illegal to attach signs to street signs, lamp-posts, government mailboxes. Longer periods may be permitted with prior approval of ARC. No signs are al-

court

reservations

HoldMyCourt.com at
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub
Please register and try it out (the club code is 3611)

Phone Scam Targets Colony Residents
by Myra Radlow

Recently, a phone-based scam targeted residents in The
Colony. It works like this: a person will call and ask for a
particular person in the home. They then tell you that
you are in big trouble because you have not responded to
several letters sent by registered
mail from the IRS due to unpaid
back taxes. They will brazenly
identify themselves with a name
and ID number and encourage you
to check out what they are saying
by calling the US Treasury. Obviously, do not tell them any real
information about you or your financial interests.
Scams like this have been generated for a variety of topics, including misrepresenting the gas company, the electric company, jury duty officials, and the Postal Service, or
claiming that your computer is compromised they are the
service reps your computer contacted, or claiming to be
your child or grandchild needing help.
Things to be mindful of when dealing with a potential
scammer:
 A true utility employee will have a proper uniform and
identification badge
 Does what they are telling you make sense?
 Call to verify what they tell you. Don’t use a number
they give you, look up the correct number yourself.
 A legitimate representative will usually be very polite
and cooperative and apply no pressure to the transaction.
 Be very wary of a phone call claiming to be from one
of your financial institutions. In most cases, a bank or
mortgage company or credit card company will not
call you to discuss your account. They will usually
send a letter instead.
More information about scammers can be found on the
Federal
Trade
Commission’s
website
http://
www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-10-ways-avoidfraud

(Continued on page 7)
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Landscape Committee

Irvine Ranch Water District Presentation

The landscape committee has requested Douglas
Landscape prepare a proposal to remove some of the turf
in front of the wall enclosing the barbeque area and
replace it with drought tolerant plants. We are also
looking to apply for
the $2.00 per square
foot Turf Removal
Rebate
Program
available to Irvine
Ranch Water District
customers to help
offset some of the
cost of this planting.
Our
property
manger
Jennifer,
from Accell has
attended workshops
on this program
which is gaining popularity in the city. We have already
had a number of residents take advantage of this program.
More to come on this project in the coming months.
On the Labor Day week end we had another large
branch come down from one of the pine trees at the
Walnut entrance to the Colony. These are trees maintained
by the city of Irvine, they came out to remove the branch.
We also had our landscape company look the damage and
the surrounding trees. Nearby residents are concerned this
is the third large branch to fall in as many months. Our
management company has asked the city to come out
look at one
other tree that
is
leaning
toward homes
and assess its
health.
We have had
another month
this summer of
water bills that
have
been
maintained at or below our water allocation for our
common area landscaping.

Activities Survey Follow-up
As a follow up to the activities survey, we are continuing
the search for a water aerobics instructor to do a demo
class for us in the pool. Soon, I will begin the search for a
Tai Chi instructor. If you have any suggestions regarding
either of these searches, please contact Myra Radlow at
949-857-4633.
The Colonist Oct / Nov 2014

By Myra Radlow
On August 28th, a representative from the Irvine Ranch
Water District made a presentation to the community
about water conservation. We learned that, in the average home, about 66% of every water bill is due to
outdoor landscape watering. Therefore, that is the best
area to focus on for water conservation. Several methods were presented:
The first method of reducing your water bill is removing
your turf, or lawn, and replacing it with a less thirsty
alternative. One alternative is to install a
native plant garden or
a succulent & cacti garden. Currently, there
is a rebate program for
homeowners who remove their turf, subject to eligibility. You
can learn more at
http://irwd.com/savewater/turf-removal-rebate-program. Armstrong Nursery at the Culver Plaza offers many helpful classes about
selecting plants for your yard that are drought-tolerant.
More information about their classes can be found at
http://www.armstronggarden.com/pages/classes.
The second method for reducing your water bill is
changing your sprinkler heads. Conventional sprinkler
heads can be very inefficient, however, the newer rotating sprinkler heads can use less water and distribute
the water more accurately. Currently, there is a rebate
for replacing your sprinkler heads with rotating ones at
http://socalwatersmart.com/index.php/
qualifyingproducts/nozzels. Please note, you may need
to replace ALL of your sprinkler heads for true efficiency.
The third method for reducing your water bill is applying for a variance. Depending on the number of people
living in your house and/or if you have over 1,300
square feet of landscaped yard (both front and back),
you can request a variance from the IRWD. The application is easy to fill out and is located at http://
www.irwd.com/request-a-variance.
Several residents shared their experiences and highly
recommended the books 52 Weeks in the California
Garden by Robert Smaus, and Pat Welsh’s Southern California Organic Gardening.
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(Continued from page 3)

lowed in common areas without prior approval of ARC
or Board of Directors.
 Outdoor lighting – Low voltage landscape lighting is
allowed, ARC approval is encouraged (bring photo).
Flashing, glaring or revolving lights are not permitted.
 Holiday lighting- Christmas lighting is allowed from
Thanksgiving through January 15th. Removal from
structures and landscaping is required between holiday seasons.
Lighting for other holidays is permitted from one week before to
one week after the holiday.
 Vehicles – Can be parked no more
than 72 hours continuously on any
Colony street or in the club parking
lot. Oil spots and debris on driveways should be cleaned up immediately.
Permanent Items:
 Storage sheds – Are allowed in back or side yards only
behind gates. Anything visible from street over the
fence/wall must be approved by ARC prior to construction or installation.
 Flagpoles – Are allowed with ARC approval, no higher
than 18 feet from base and must comply with California Civil Code.
 Mailboxes – Can be a free-standing unit in front or
side yard but must conform to postal regulations and
not hinder pedestrian access to sidewalks. They can
also be attached to house.
Items Not Allowed:
 Air conditioning units, water softeners and other such
equipment.
 Camper shells, tents and other camping equipment.
 Vehicle repairs or restoration – Must be wholly within
the owner or occupant’s garage, not on driveway.
 Vehicle in inoperable condition – Cannot be parked or
placed anywhere in public view.
Basically, please keep your outside areas as nice as you
would wish your neighbors’ places to look like. This is a
team effort. Thank you for doing your part.

Community Events:
Spooktacular Saturdays
Scare away hunger at Spooktacular Saturdays at the
Orange County Great Park.
Each Saturday, families can enjoy traditional fall festivities including treat stations, games and crafts. Come
dressed up to participate in our Instagram family costume contest.
Bring a bag of canned or non-perishable food items
for access into the pumpkin patch and Trick-or-Treat
Town, for children 12 and under while supplies last.
Donated items will be accepted by CAPOC’s Orange
County Food Bank and Second Harvest Food Bank.
Ticket registration required; free admission and parking.
SPOOKTACULAR SATURDAY SCHEDULE
 Saturday, October 4
 Saturday, October 11
 Saturday, October 18
 Saturday, October 25
 Time(s): 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
 Location: Orange County Great Park
For ticket registration or more information, visit ocgp.org/
events.

Holiday Toy Drive: Nov. 3– Dec. 8
Help make the season brighter for a child whose mom
or dad is currently in military service. The City of Irvine
in partnership with the Irvine 2/11 Marine Adoption
Committee, is collecting new, unwrapped gifts suitable
for infants or children through 12 years. The collection
center will be located at Irvine Civic Center/Irvine Police Department (ICC) at 1 Civic Center Plaza For more
information click here or call 949-724-6880.
Holiday Faire at the Irvine Fine Arts Center
November 7 & 8
Celebrate the 32nd annual Irvine Holiday Faire! More
than 100 talented Orange County artisans showcase
unique handmade items for purchase, including holiday
decorations, hand-blown glass, ceramics, jewelry and
more. Admission is $2 per person; children ages 12 and
under are free. For more information, visit irvinefinearts.org or call 949-724-6880.
Veteran's Day: Honoring All Who Served
On November 11, from 11am—12:30 pm
at Bill Barber Community Park ,the City of
Irvine will honor of our veterans by hosting a special
ceremony to pay tribute to our nation's troops-past
and present. The event is free and open to the public.
For more information call 949-724-6606.
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Community Phone Numbers

Colony Classifieds
FREE: Wood shutters that fit Colony home with original aluminum
windows (First phase Model 300; 2 story, 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath home),
for formal Living Room both windows (facing street and side of home).
Also, matching shutter for sliding door in dining room. 25 years old,
wood. Good shape (stained dark brown, need to be refinished). Also set
of hinged doors for the doorway opening between kitchen & dining
room...great shape/painted white. Call Becky or Bruce at 949.857.4723
Pet sitter: Going away on vacation? Need someone to feed your pets or
walk your dog while you’re gone? I can help you if you need a pet sitter.
My name is Adam and I am 14 years old. If you’re interested please call
714-244-7656.
Little Angels Family Child Care
Managed by two sisters Elle & Azita. Free Play,
Creative Arts, Outside Playtime, Circle Time/ Charts, Dance & Music.
Fist Aid/ CPR, LiC# 304206336
Tel: 949 653 6137
www.thelittleangelschildcare.com
Are you a Colony Resident with something to sell or a service to offer?
Place an ad in the Colonist. Email
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com for more information.

FUN FACTS ABOUT THE COLONY
Since September 1990 we have enjoyed a Memorial Garden
commemorating Sudden Infant Death Syndrome. Marc Trujillo, a
resident at the time, coordinated the placement of the memorial
plaque, as his Boy Scout Eagle
Scout Project. He provided all labor
and raised the materials’ cost
through donations. A dedication
was held by The Guild For Infant
Survival, Orange County in a
ceremony on Sunday, September
9th, 1990, which was also
Grandparents Day. Through Marc’s
effort the Tot Lot was enhanced by
the addition of the Memorial.
Daisy Troop Keeps Tradition of Service
More recently Girl Scout Daisy Troup GSI, leader Bobbie Ott reports Kayla
and Mc Kenzie Ott worked toward “Preserving a Community
Monument”. They graciously choose our Monument, because Mrs. Ott
knew the Trujillo family and it has special meaning to her. The girls
pulled weeds, cleaned off twigs and
leaves, and then used a feather
duster to give it the “just right
finished look.” They read the Poem
together. The girls plan to put
flowers on the monument for special
Holidays. Work complete there was
time to play on the Tot Lot. We
would like to thank Kayla and
McKenzie for volunteering to help preserve our monument.
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Government
Animal Control ························· 949-724-7740
City of Irvine ····························· 949-724-6000
Graffiti Hotline ························· 949-724-7196
Hazardous Waste Center·········· 714-834-4000
Heritage Library ······················ 949-936-4040
Irvine Unified School District ··· 949-936-5000
O.C. Fire Authority (business calls)
················································ 714-573-6000
Outdoor Pests, OC Vector Control
····································· 714-971-2421 x120
Police (administrative) ············ 949-724-7000
Public Works····························· 949-724-7511
Recycling Information ·············· 949-724-7669

Utilities
Waste Management ··············· 949-642-1191
Irvine Ranch Water District ····· 949-453-5300
Southern California Edison ······ 800-990-7788
Street Lights ···························· 800-655-4555
(Menu: 1 "power outage info" 3 other outage
3"street lights")
The Gas Company ···················· 949-427-2200
Cox Communications ················ 949-249-1212

Other:
Shopping Cart Pickup, Any Store
················································ 800-252-4613
Walnut Shopping Center Security
··············································· 714-532-3152
Pool Maintenance, Aqua-Tek
contact Accell (see calendar page for info)
Sprinklers, Douglas Landscape
contact Accell (see calendar page for info)

Do you have an item of general interest
for the Colonist? Please submit your article
to
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com
for consideration in upcoming newsletters.
The deadline is November, 19, 2014
Comments and suggestions are welcome!
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7:00 PM Clubhouse

23
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30
Accell Property Management
Jennifer Fontana jenniferf@accellpm.com
23046 Avenida de la Carlota, Suite 700 Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Office: 949-581-4988 Ext. 232 Fax : 949-581-9785
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat-Sun Closed For after hours emergencies call 949-361-3290

Thanksgiving Day

Clubhouse Reservations
Planning a party or event?
Reservations are easy to make!
Email: goaccell@accellpm.com
or call: Lauren Swiderski
Community Service Manager
949.581.4988 Ext. 265 Fax 949.581.9785
lauren@accellpm.com

