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Colony’s California Sycamore
Trees Damaged by Beetle
Our landscape vendor, Douglas Landscape, has identified the pest beetle, Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer, in most of our
California Sycamores through out the Colony.
The beetle: Polyphagous Shot Hole
Borer (PSHB) is very small and hard to
see. The beetle holes penetrate 0.4-1.57
inch into the wood and there are often
many exit holes on an infested tree. Females are black colored and about 0.070.1 inch long. Males are much less common than the females, and rarely found.
They are small, wingless and brown colored, about 0.06-0.065 inch long. The exit
hole is about 0.033 inch in diameter.
The tree damage is not caused by the
beetle itself but by a fungus that it brings.
The fungus destroys the food and water
conducting systems of the tree, eventually causing stress and dieback. The larvae
of the beetles within the beetle gallery in
infected trees feed on the fungus, forming a symbiotic relationship the fungus

and beetle, called Euwallaecea fornicatus
Facts about this pest:
 First detected in CA in 2003 in Whittier Narrows
 Since then caught a couple of times in
CDFA traps in LA County
 Caused death of large number of Box
Elder trees in Long Beach in 2010
 Problem not recognized until Febru(Continued on page 7)

Board News
Regular BOD Meetings: The Colony Board of Directors regular meeting schedule is to have BOD meetings on the 2nd
Thursday of every month. The next meetings are December 13th, 2018, 7pm & January 10th, 2019, 7pm at the
Colony Clubhouse. Remember to check the web site; meeting dates are subject to change. Board meetings are open
to all homeowners. Please check the agenda and come early to sign up if you wish to speak at the Open Members
Forum. Your input is valued.
Meeting agendas and approved minutes can be found on the Colony web page at www.colonyirvine.com Click on
About Us then Board/Meetings tab. They are also posted on the Clubhouse information board. Agendas are posted
four days prior to Board meetings.
Annual Budget Meeting: The board approved the annual budget and have kept the quarterly assessments the same
for the coming 2019 fiscal year at $185.00 a quarter. The annual budget package will be sent to each home owner in
the coming weeks.
Clubhouse Security Cameras: Due to the vandalism this past summer and the recommendation of the Irvine Police
Department the board approved the installation of security cameras in and around the clubhouse.
Lighting for Walkway: At the request of members concerned for safety walking at night the board approved
Installation of solar powered lights with motion sensors along the stairs to Trader Joe’s .

Community News and Events
Donate to the Holiday Toy Drive
Make the season brighter for the City of Irvine's adopted Marine Battalion families by donating a new, unwrapped gift suitable for infants or children up to age 12. Donations can be dropped off November 5–December
14 during the following time at the locations below:
Irvine Civic Center, 1 Civic Center Plaza: 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. Monday–
Thursday, and 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Friday
Irvine Police Department, 1 Civic Center Plaza: 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m. Monday
–Friday, and 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Saturday
Orange County Great Park Visitors Center, 8000 Great Park Blvd., Irvine: 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m. Monday–Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Thursday–
Friday, and 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Saturday–Sunday
For more information, call 949-724-6606.

Winter Wonderland 2018
Sunday, December 2, 2018 - 3:00pm - 7:00pm
1 Civic Center Plaza
Celebrate the season as “snow” falls over the Irvine Civic Center and the
community gathers for games, crafts, entertainment, food and a treelighting ceremony. This event includes a Joyful Jingles program and a visit
from Santa Claus. Guests are encouraged to bring a new, unwrapped gift
suitable for infants or children up to age 12. Toy donations aid the Irvine
2/11 Marine Adoption Committee Holiday Drive, which benefits the families of Irvine’s adopted 2/11 Marine Battalion. Admission is free; registration is not required. For more information, call 949-724-6606.

Home for the Holidays 2018
Sunday, December 9, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Irvine Animal Care Center
6443 Oak Canyon
The City of Irvine Animal Care Center will host its 12th
annual Home for the Holidays Pet Adoption Fair.
More than 30 pet rescue groups and animal shelters
will bring about 600 homeless dogs, cats, rabbits, and
small animals for adoption.
The annual event features dozens of pet-related vendors, gourmet food trucks, a silent auction, low-cost
microchipping, and an opportunity drawing. Each animal available for adoption is spayed or neutered, microchipped, and evaluated by a veterinarian. Cats and dogs are
vaccinated appropriate to age.
Suggested donation for the event is $2 per person or $5 per family. Parking is free.
Please view the Home for the Holidays Pet Adoption Fair flier for more information, or contact center staff at 949-7247740 or dharris@cityofirvine.org

(Continued on page 4)
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Community News and Events
(Continued from page 3)

Letters to Santa 2018
Date: Monday, November 19, 2018 - 9:00am - Friday, December 14, 2018 - 5:00pm
Heritage & Turtle Rock Community Parks
Santa is busy getting ready for the holidays, and he would love to hear from his
friends in Irvine. Heritage and Turtle Rock community parks will be accepting and sorting Santa's mail this holiday
season. All letters will receive responses, which can be picked up where the letter is dropped off. Allow one week for
responses; classrooms, allow two weeks. A drop-off and pick-up box will be located at both parks. For more information, call Heritage Community Park at 949-724-6750 or Turtle Rock Community Park at 949-724-6734
Send letters to:
SANTA CLAUS
SANTA CLAUS
c/o Heritage Park Community Center c/o Turtle Rock Community Park
14301 Yale Ave.
1 Sunnyhill
Irvine, CA 92604
Irvine, CA 92603

Twilight Holiday Social
Date: Thursday, December 13, 2018 - 2:30pm - 4:30pm
Price: $7/person
Trabuco Senior Center
5701 Trabuco Road
The weather is getting colder and the holidays are
near; it’s time for a celebration with those we hold
dear. Join Irvine Senior Services for an evening of holiday cheer, including hor d’oeuvres, entertainment, and
pictures with Santa. Event fee is $7 per person; register
online at yourirvine.org. For more information, visit irvineseniors.org or call 949-724-7300.

Irvine High Instrumental Music Department
Invites you to

Thursday, Dec. 6th 7pm
All Orchestras

Friday, Dec. 7th 7 pm
All Band and Percussion
Ensembles

Concerts are held in the Irvine High School Theater
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Making Your Home and Landscaping
More Energy and Water Efficient
by Eileen Tsai , Architecture Committee
The recently released official U.S. climate report makes
it clear that global warming is happening now and going
to get worse faster than previously forecasted. Government scientists from 13 agencies produced this report
which Congress ordered. They estimate climate change
will shrink the U.S economy by 10% by end of this century, and cost many more lives and property damage
due to more frequent and more severe wildfires,
floods, tornadoes, etc. Southern California is still in severe drought condition (see
website: www.drought.gov).
Everyone must do everything
possible to conserve resources, and reduce energy
and water use to slow down
the rise in average temperatures.
The State of California declared a goal of meeting 100%
of energy needs from non-fossil fuel sources by the
year 2045.
As you look towards 2019, please consider ways to
make your home and landscaping more energy and water efficient. The City of Irvine promotes energy conservation – see www.cityofirvine.org/environmentalprograms/green-building, energyupgradeca.org, coolcalifornia.org and other resources listed.
When my mother and I remodeled our home in 2009
we took tried to be a s green as possible. Here are
steps we took to meet the City of Irvine’s standards in
the 2006 Green Building Program brochure available
from the city planning department. I also found ideas
from reading the Green Building and Remodeling for
Dummies book by Eric Freed.





bricks from demolished columns to build a large
planter box in my backyard.









I hired an architect and contractor who were supportive of my ideas although not very knowledgeable. The contractor made top concrete caps for
stonework and bricks partially out of fly ash and
crushed beer bottles (you can see brown Corona
and green Heineken bits). If I were remodeling
again, I would hire a LEEDS-certified architect.





Construction recycling and reuse – I asked for a recycling report from our demolition company showing 73.40% of incoming materials were recycled so
only 26.60% went to a landfill (including carpet,
drywall, wood, concrete, green waste, etc). We
saved a bathtub, and also re-used high quality
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Walls are an extra thick 2’ x 6’ with blown-in insulation which fills in all gaps and voids – so the house
can stay 10 degrees hotter or cooler than outside
without turning on heater or A/C.
Double-paned windows and doors throughout. I
also added heat film to hotter windows.
Engineered hardwood – wood flooring throughout
is Armstrong Exotic Impressions which were factory
-manufactured so no smell or mess when installed.
It’s domestic birch no staining, only the finish was
added. Stairway wood was stained with a low VOC
product (volatile organic compounds).
Paint throughout the house is zero VOC. I walked
in right after painters finished – no smell!
Roof is light concrete tile in medium to light gray
which helps reflect the sun’s rays.
5 “Sola Tubes” which bring sunlight through vertical
mirror tubes from roof to downstairs rooms.
Whole house attic fan which automatically turns on
to push air out on hottest days
4-zone air conditioning unit so I can heat or cool
only my room at night, not the whole house.
Solar panels which reduced my annual electric bill
from SCE the past 12 months to under $600.

(Continued on page 6)
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WISEPlace Donations– Thank You!

(Continued from page 5)








I had installed a special light switch to turn on the hot water heater only when needed.
I asked for a two-brick break in the driveway deliberately
not cemented in to help rainwater percolate down instead of draining to the ocean. I will install a permeable
concrete driveway eventually to save even more rain.

We greatly appreciate the generous Colony Residents who donated toiletries, towels and food for
WISEPlace. We know many families support various
causes through church, American Red Cross, Good
will and other charities. Thank you so much for making room for this local non-profit.
If you are interested and can make the time, Demetra invites you to go with her to drop off the donations on Thursday, December 13 and take a short
tour of the facilities. Meet at Demetra’s before 6:30
pm, at 3691 Scottsdale. For more information you
can drop her a note on her door with your name and
phone number. WISEPlace is at 1411 N. Broadway,
Santa Ana, (714) 542-3577. They do accept donations
year round, but please call first as they have limited
storage. We are still accepting donations and blankets are most welcome. Please bring all your donations to Demetra’s or Eileen’s before December 13.
Thank you!

I asked for 13 sprinkler valve controls which is rather a lot.
This allows more precise control of watering for different
plants in sun, shade or part shade areas. Remember that
even in our drought-stricken area, more plants die from
over-watering than under-watering.
I planted mostly California native plants which require
attention the first year to become established but then do
fine neglected most of the year. Many native plants are
pest-free (or almost), do well in clay soil, and eventually
need little water. A well-planned garden can provide
much needed food for beneficial insects, birds, bees and
butterflies. Please see me if you are interested in adding
some native trees, bushes, flowers, bulbs, etc.

I know most people are not lucky enough to have such a supportive mother who was able to help me realize my ideas for
a comfortable and energy-efficient home, but I hope you will
do whatever you can to improve the future we leave all of our
kids and grandkids. Upfront costs for green building improvements are often high, but the rewards in lower ongoing expenses and satisfaction last a long time. If you want to know
more, I recommend going to the website for Union of Concerned Scientists for suggestions. Happy New Year!
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Colony Tea and Social



Feb. 9 10am-12pm
Colony Clubhouse
You are invited to meet your Colony neighbors
and make new friends at this new event. Adults
and older children with their parents are welcome
to attend. Hot water, tea, cookies, milk, sugar,
lemon, cups and spoons will be provided.
We encourage you to bring your favorite tea
and snack or delicacy to share as well, but you can
just bring yourself. Eileen will bring a world atlas!
We will have a chance to talk and get to know one
another, where you grew up, backgrounds, work
or causes you are interested in. Perhaps you
would like to talk about your travels or interesting
people you have met. You may say a few words or
have up to five minutes to talk if you want. Of
course, you may just listen!
The organizers include Myra, a former Board
member, Demetra and myself, Eileen. We are looking forward to getting to know our neighbors
better.
We hope you take advantage of this opportunity to bring is all closer together. No RSVPs needed.
Please drop in if you can!

Colony Classifieds

Community Phone Numbers

Little Angels Family Child Care
Managed by two sisters Elle & Azita. Free Play,
Creative Arts, Outside Playtime, Circle Time/ Charts, Dance & Music.
Fist Aid/ CPR, LIC# 304206336
Tel: 949-653-6137
www.thelittleangelschildcare.com
Are you a Colony Resident with something to sell or a service to offer?
Place an ad in the Colonist. Email
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com for more information.

Breakfast with Santa Cancelled
Regretfully no one stepped up this year to
organize the Breakfast with Santa event.
Hopefully, next year it will be possible to
reinstate it. Despite the lack of this holiday
tradition, we hope you have a Happy Holiday and Healthy New Year!

Government
Animal Control····························· 949-724-7740
City of Irvine································· 949-724-6000
Graffiti Hotline ···························· 949-724-7196
Hazardous Waste Center ············· 714-834-4000
Heritage Library ·························· 949-936-4040
Irvine Unified School District ······· 949-936-5000
O.C. Fire Authority (business calls)
···················································· 714-573-6000
Outdoor Pests, OC Vector Control
·················································· 714-971-2421
Police (administrative) ················ 949-724-7000
Public Works ································ 949-724-7511
Recycling Information·················· 949-724-7669

Utilities

(Continued from page 1)

ary 2012 when Akif Eskalen found it on a backyard avocado in
South Gate
 Since then surveys have shown that its is widely spread in LA Co.
and Orange Co. – Attacks many host tree species including;
Box Elder (Acer negundo), Castor bean (Ricinus communis), Avocado
(Persea americana), English Oak (Quercus robur), California coast live
oak (Quercus agrifolia), Big leaf maple (Acer macrophyhllum) silk tree
(Albizia julibrissin) Liquidambar (Liquidambar styraciflua), Coral tree
(Erythrina coralladendron), Titoki tree (Alectryon excelsus), California
sycamore (Platanus racemose) and Blue Palo Verde (Cercidium florid-

Waste Management ··················· 949-642-1191
Irvine Ranch Water District ········ 949-453-5300
Southern California Edison ········· 800-990-7788
Street Lights ································ 800-655-4555
(Menu: 1 "power outage info" 3 other outage
3"street lights")
The Gas Company ························ 800-427-2200
Cox Communications ··················· 949-249-1212

Other:
Shopping Cart Pickup, Any Store
···················································· 800-252-4613
Walnut Shopping Center Security
·················································· 714-532-3152
Pool Maintenance, Aqua-Tek
contact Accell (see calendar page for info)
Sprinklers, Douglas Landscape
contact Accell (see calendar page for info)

um).

We have 85 of the California Sycamores in the Colony common
areas. There are also some on the islands that are cared for by the
City of Irvine. It is reported that treatment of the trees has not proven very effective in most cases. We have one tree on the North Walkway that has already died and will need to be removed. We will work
with Douglas Landscape and monitor the trees and the board will review treatment options.
Orange County Parks have reported over 2400 Invasive Shot Hole
Borer (ISHB )infested trees removed since 2013.
References: http://cisr.ucr.edu/polyphagous_shot_hole_borer.html
https://ucanr.edu/sites/pshb/overview/Economic_Impact/
Do you have an item of general interest for the
Colonist? Please submit your article to

Tennis Committee
Remember tennis court reservations are online at
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub
Please register and try it out - the club code is 3611.
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DECEM BER 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

ARC Meeting
7:00 PM
Clubhouse
BOD Meeting 7:00 PM

Street sweeping

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

29

29

30

31

Christmas Day

Street sweeping

J ANUARY 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

7

8

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

New Years Day

6

Thu
ARC Meeting
7:00 PM
Clubhouse
BOD Meeting 7:00 PM

Street sweeping

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Street sweeping

27

28

29

30

Accell Property Management
Felicia Semuskie felicia@accellpm.com
23046 Avenida de la Carlota, Suite 700 Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Office: 949-581-4988 Ext. 265 Fax : 949-581-9785
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat-Sun Closed For after hours emergencies call 949-361-3290

31
Clubhouse Reservations
Planning a party or event?
Reservations are easy to make!
Email: goaccell@accellpm.com
or call: Mari Jordan
949.581.4988 Ext. 268 Fax 949.581.9785
mari@accellpm.com

