The Colonist
Vol. XLIII

OCT / NOV ’19

COLONY 2019-2020
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Allmann President
Landscape Liaison, Website
949-653-5770
Patrick Lee Vice President
Hearing Panel Liaison
Shanny Giles Treasurer
ARC Liaison
714-322-8882
Valerie Schiano Secretary
949-552-1977
Steven Greenberg Director
Facilities Liaison
Chuck Erdahl Director
Pool Liaison
Bruce Hunter Director

Colony Entrance Signs

Recreation Volunteers Needed

The Board voted to approve a proposal
by Vasin Sign Solutions to replace the
signs at the entrance on Scottsdale Dr.
This will be a monument type sign instead of a sign on posts. The drawing
below is for size scale there will be a
stone finish on the sign. Look for this
work in the coming months. We will
look at the sign on Walnut next. We
can’t replace one in the center medium, as it is now, and will need to look
at putting signs on the corners of The
Mall entrance.

The Colony has been without a Recreation
Chair for the last year.
As a result, there was no Breakfast with
Santa, Easter Egg Hunt, or Halloween Family
Fun Night.
If you are interested in chairing and organizing a recreation committee, or just in volunteering, please contact any board member.
Creativity and a willingness to put in a bit of
time is all that is needed!
The type of recreation events are not set in
stone, and they can appeal to children, families and/or adults! In the past we have had
Movie Nights, Adult Social activities and
more. Last year there was a successful Social
Tea, because a few people thought it was a
good idea and made it happen! So consider
giving a bit of your time to the Colony. It can
be a lot of fun!

Colony Web Site
www.colonyirvine.com

Board News
Regular BOD Meetings: The Colony Board of Directors regularly conduct BOD meetings on the 3rd Thursday of every
month. The next meetings are October 17th, 2019, 7:00pm & November 21st, 2019, 7:00pm at the Colony
Clubhouse. Remember to check the web site; meeting dates are subject to change. Board meetings are open to all
homeowners. Please check the agenda and come early to sign up if you wish to speak at the Open Members Forum.
Your input is valued.
Meeting agendas and approved minutes can be found on the Colony web page at www.colonyirvine.com Click on
About Us then Board/Meetings tab. They are also posted on the Clubhouse information board. Agendas are posted
four days prior to Board meetings.
North Mall Gate: We have worked with the association in Harvard Square to approve a gate at the North Mall Harvard
Square wall to make it safer than the kids jumping over the wall. City requirements to approve extending the sidewalk
to the wall are also ongoing. Harvard Square association has agreed to pay for all the improvements as well as future
maintenance of the gate.
Concrete Repairs: The Board voted to have some of the concrete walkways in the park replaced with additional areas
to be ground down to a smooth finish.
Tree Removal: The Board has approved Douglas Landscape to remove 4 of the dead Sycamores on the north walkway
and will replace one with a Canary Pine at the end of Saarinen. There are also 2 leaning pine trees in Colony Park that
will be removed.

Irvine CERT

Colony Cert News

What would you do in an emergency?
In case you haven’t seen the signs on a few street corners
around Irvine, or have seen them and wondered what
CERT is all about, this article will attempt to provide an
introduction to the CERT program here in Irvine.

Hi, I am Bruce MacIntosh, a longtime resident of The Colony and I have participated in the CERT training. I volunteered to act as the neighborhood coordinator for our
community. I urge all adults in our neighborhood to consider attending a CERT training class. Go to https://
www.cityofirvine.org/office-emergency-management/
community-emergency-response-team-cert and either fill
out the form or use the email address provided to register.
It took a little persistence on my part to find a class (a total
of 9 sessions, over about 5 weeks) that worked with my
schedule, but I was eventually able to participate.
If you have any question about preparing your home and
yourself for a disaster I have included a list of websites to
help you or you can contact me directly, as below.

The Community Emergency Response Team, or CERT, is a
program designed to prepare citizens to help themselves,
their families, and their neighbors in the event of a catastrophic disaster. Because professional emergency service
personnel will not be able to help everyone immediately,
CERT training can make
a difference in saving
lives and protecting
property in our community. CERT training
includes the basic skills
important in disaster
response. With the
training and practice
provided by CERT,
graduates will have the
ability to effectively
assist their own families and their neighbors following a
disaster impacting our community.
The Irvine CERT program organizes free training classes for
Irvine residents that are specifically designed to prepare
our citizens to respond in their local communities immediately after a significant disaster. The long term goal of the
program is to reach and train enough of our citizens to
have trained individuals for every 25 to 50 homes in every
neighborhood. Currently we have about a dozen trained
residents in The Colony.

Emergency Preparedness Websites:
cert@cityofirvine.org
City of Irvine (or call 949-724-7054)
cityofirvine.org/prepare
City of Irvine
alertoc.org
City of Irvine
readyoc.org
Orange County
earthquakecountry.org
California
ready.org
Federal Government
ocfa.org/rsg
Orange County Fire Authority
If you have completed the CERT training, I would like to
hear from you. The City of Irvine is in the process of organizing CERT groups in each of our individual communities.
and I have volunteered to be the Colony coordinator.
Thank you. Bruce MacIntosh, mac1@genimage.com.

Saturday & Sunday, October 12 & 13, 2019
10 a.m.–5 p.m. | Orange County Great Park
Food, art, music, and a celebration of Irvine's heritage and
culture! Recognized as one of the premier multicultural festivals in Orange County, the festival is a mosaic of food, dance,
and musical performances representative of more than 50
cultures. The two-day festival includes three stages featuring live music performances representing cultures from
around the world as well as your favorite Top 40 cover bands; an expanded Kids Village with crafts, activities, a
petting zoo, and a treat scavenger hunt; cultural and historical exhibits; live demonstrations of dance, music, and
more; global cuisine and favorite festival foods; and an Artisans Marketplace, art exhibit, and art demonstrations. For
more information on festival activities, visit our Things to Do webpage.
Tickets Available Online Now
Tickets to Irvine Global Village Festival are $5 per day, per person for those ages 3 and older. A $20 Family Pass offers
one-day admission for up to six people. Go to https://www.cityofirvine.org/irvine-global-village-festival/buy-tickets
For more information email festival@cityofirvine.org or call 949-724-6606
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Architectural Committee
by Eileen Tsai
FALL MAINTENANCE, MOSQUITOES, PLANTS
I looked at weather forecasts for this coming winter –
general consensus is that temperatures will be somewhat
above average in Southern California and rainfall will be
somewhat below average. No surprise but some rainfall
is expected late November through February which is
good.
If your house and grounds are not ready for rain now, I
strongly advise taking steps to weatherproof, including
submitting applications with photos soon for the following
exterior changes:
 painting (even with same colors since colors fade over
time) any part of exterior including fence
 roof upgrades (no application needed for repairing or
replacing a few broken tiles so long as end result is a
uniform-looking roof like it’s supposed to)
 window/door changes visible from the sidewalk (no
application needed for new patio door only)
 new entry door (most replacement doors have been
approved so far)
 new garage door
 adding rain gutters (drawing of where gutters go is
required – color must match fascia or roof)
 changing driveways and/or walkways and other visible hardscape
 major landscaping change such as replacing lawn
grass with succulents
 no application needed for new sprinkler system if not
visible when completed (hide drip lines)
 installing large or small rocks/pebbles as part of landscaping or as mulch (colors used do matter)
DRAINAGE - If you have drainage issues, there is no need
to submit an application to make minor changes to the
slope of your yard to channel water to where it’s supposed to go – unless this becomes a major change. You
may wish to cut down overgrown trees with roots that
lifting soil level and change direction of water flows (and
use stump grinder to remove roots and level the ground).
No application is needed to cut down a tree but is required to add new trees that hopefully won’t raise soil
level in future.
INSULATE TO COOL or WARM - I found adding heat control window film helps to keep house cooler on the side
facing afternoon sun. Adding window insulation also
keeps house warmer during winter. Trees or hedges or
large shrubs that block afternoon sun help too.
MOSQUITOES - Please remove all sources of standing water in any part of your yard including dead leaves, empty
pots or saucers, toys, small plastic containers, etc. Because of the wet winter last year, mosquitoes have been a
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bigger problem in
2019 in Southern
California than ever
before. New breeds
have arrived including Aedes “ankle
biter” mosquito and
are not done yet – I
was bitten many
times in the last few
weeks. Remember
that one plastic water bottle cap can
host 100-150 mosquito eggs! In past articles, I suggested
families might have fun doing regular scavenger hunts.
Backyard water holders are a major source of breeding
sites for many types of dangerous mosquitoes. Let’s all
make a lifelong habit of checking regularly to eliminate
ourselves as unintended mosquito hosts!
PLANTS – Fall and early winter is the best time to put in
new plants. Please check out rightscaperesources.com,
Irvine Ranch Water District’s website for ideas and plant
suggestions for a beautiful, low water and lowmaintenance yard. Lots of California native plants are
featured. Try some – many colors, shapes and sizes to
choose from and these are great for native butterflies,
bees, and other beneficial insects! Many are droughttolerant after roots are established the first year, pestfree, and prefer little water during summer. Just make
sure to choose plants that won’t get too big for your intended space, and are right for your sunny, part-shade or
shade spot and soil conditions. Soil preparation is the
foundation of a healthy garden.
Remember the speaker from Orange County Vector Control we had in the clubhouse several years ago? She left
several types of brochures with me if you would like to
come by my house to pick up some. These describe several diseases carried by mosquitoes that are now in
Southern California. Besides West Nile virus which has
been in the news, there are also dengue fever, yellow fever, chikungunya. The Asian tiger mosquito is now here.
These may be carried here by overseas travelers and
can infect pets as
well as people,
and cause enAsian Tiger Mosquito; Aedes albopictus cephalitis and canine heartworm.
For more information about how to protect yourself and
your loved ones plus preventing mosquitoes from breeding in your yard, go to www.ocvcd.org
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Community Phone Numbers

Colony Classifieds

Government

Little Angels Family Child Care
Managed by two sisters Elle & Azita. Free Play,
Creative Arts, Outside Playtime, Circle Time/ Charts, Dance & Music.
Fist Aid/ CPR, LIC# 304206336
Tel: 949-653-6137
www.thelittleangelschildcare.com

Animal Control ··························· 949-724-7740
City of Irvine ······························· 949-724-6000
Graffiti Hotline ··························· 949-724-7196
Hazardous Waste Center ············ 714-834-4000
Heritage Library ························ 949-936-4040
Irvine Unified School District ······ 949-936-5000
O.C. Fire Authority (business calls)
·················································· 714-573-6000
Outdoor Pests, OC Vector Control
················································· 714-971-2421
Police (administrative) ··············· 949-724-7000
Public Works ······························ 949-724-7511
Recycling Information················· 949-724-7669

Are you a Colony Resident with something to sell or a service to offer?
Place an ad in the Colonist. Email
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com for more information.

Community News and Events
Trick or Treat at the Senior Center 2019
Date: Friday, October 25, 2019 - 9:30am - 11:00am
Price: $3/person
Bring your little ghouls and goblins to the Lakeview Senior Center for a morning of trick-or-treat
stations, snacks, and activities. Tours last approximately 30 minutes;
drop in between 9:30 and 11 a.m. Registration recommended and available at yourirvine.org ; search for course #21237. Walk-ups accepted as
space permits. Groups of 10 or more must pre-register. For more information, call 949-724-7422.

Irvine Fine Arts Holiday Faire
Date: Friday, Nov, 8, 5pm-9pm and Saturday, Nov. 9, 9am-4pm
Admission: $2 per person; ages 12 and younger, free
Location: 14321 Yale Ave., Irvine (in Heritage Community Park)
Each November, more than 100 talented local artists will showcase
unique handmade gifts for purchase, including holiday decorations,
hand-blown glass, ceramics, jewelry, folk crafts, clothing, and more.
Featuring festive holiday music, the faire offers the opportunity to shop
while experiencing the excitement of the season. Selected food items
are available for purchase in collectible ceramic bowls and mugs made
by Irvine Fine Arts Center volunteers.

Veterans Day 2019
Date: Sunday, November 10, 2019 - 11:00am - 12:30pm
Bill Barber Marine Corps Memorial Park
4 Civic Center Plaza
The City of Irvine hosts a special ceremony
in the Formal Garden to pay tribute to our
nation's troops — past and present. The
event is free and open to the public.

Waste Management ·················· 949-642-1191
Irvine Ranch Water District ········ 949-453-5300
Southern California Edison ········· 800-990-7788
Street Lights ······························ 800-655-4555
(Menu: 1 "power outage info" 3 other outage
3"street lights")
The Gas Company······················· 800-427-2200
Cox Communications ·················· 949-249-1212

Other:
Shopping Cart Pickup, Any Store
·················································· 800-252-4613
Walnut Shopping Center Security
················································ 714-532-3152
Pool Maintenance, Aqua-Tek
contact Accell (see calendar page for info)
Sprinklers, Douglas Landscape
contact Accell (see calendar page for info)

Holiday Toy Drive
Make the season brighter
for Irvine’s adopted Marine
Battalion Families by donating a new, unwrapped
gift suitable for infants to 12
years.
Drop off during normal business hours at
the Irvine Civic Center, Irvine Police Department, and Great Park Visitors Center.
For more information visit
cityofirvine.org/211 or call 949-724-6606

Do you have an item of general interest for the
Colonist? Please submit your article to

Tennis Committee
Remember, tennis court reservations are online at

colonistnewsletter@gmail.com

http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub

for consideration in upcoming newsletters.
The deadline is November 19th, 2019
Comments and suggestions are welcome!

Please register and try it out - the club code is 3611.

The Colonist OCT / NOV 19

Utilities
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O C TO B ER 2019
Sun

6

Mon

7

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

ARC Meeting
7:00 PM
Clubhouse

Street sweeping

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Members
Meeting 7:00 PM
Clubhouse

Street sweeping

27

28

29

30

31
Halloween

N O V EM B ER 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

End
Daylight Savings

Veterans Day

ARC Meeting
7:00 PM
Clubhouse

Street sweeping

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Accell Property Management
John Marquez john.marquez@accellpm.com
23046 Avenida de la Carlota, Suite 700 Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Office: 949-581-4988 Ext. 202 Fax : 949-581-9785
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat-Sun Closed For after hours emergencies call 949-361-3290

BOD Meeting 7:00 PM
Clubhouse

Thanksgiving
Day

Clubhouse Reservations
Planning a party or event?
Reservations are easy to make!
Email: goaccell@accellpm.com
or call: Tiffany Newhouse
949.581.4988 Ext. 249 Fax 949.581.9785
tiffany@accellpm.com

